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The Permanent  D iaconate—New York  Sta te  and Canada  

  
CONVOCATION 2006 

Region II Diaconate  
Convocation 

 
By Deacon Ted May 

 
           This past July 21, 22 & 23, 
the Deacons and wives of Region 
II gathered together for Convoca-
tion in Newburgh, New York. It 
was 3 years since they last had 
an opportunity to do so. One year 
it was cancelled by the SARS epi-
demic, which hit Toronto. Another 
year no diocese was able to hold 
it. 
 
           Region II has normally 
been made up of the (Arch) dio-
ceses of New York State.  For 
various reasons, all but the Dio-
ceses of Albany and Brooklyn are 

in it today.  Due to the relation-
ship with The National Associa-
tion of Diaconate Directors 
(NADD), and the fact that many 
of the Canadian Diaconate Direc-
tors have joined the NADD, the 
dioceses of Ontario, Canada 
have now become part of Region 
II for the Permanent Diaconate. 
 
           The convocation was held 
at Mount St. Mary College over-
looking the Hudson River a short 
distance north of New York City.  
About 45 deacons along with 
men in diaconate formation, most 
with their wives, attended the 3-
day event.  The theme of the con-
ference was “The Deacon, the            
(Continued on Page –2) 
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Parish, and the Church’s Preferential Love for 
the Poor.” 
            
           On Friday, July 21, since many had 
traveled long distances, the conference 
started slowly with the attendees gathering for 
Liturgy.  Dinner followed and then many came 
together for a get-acquainted social.  The fol-
lowing day, Rev. Raymond Kemp, Director of 
Preaching the Just Word, gave a keynote ad-
dress.  Fr. Kemp spoke about biblical justice 
and how God’s justice is displayed in creation, 
covenant, spirituality and life.  He went on to 
propose the question to us; “What are the is-
sues of justice/injustice that face us where we 
minister?” 
 
           The afternoon had us break down into 
workshops covering some of the situations we 
find ourselves in when we minister to the peo-
ple, in particular those who are poor in so 
many ways.  Late in the afternoon, tours were 
available to either a winery or on a cruise on 
the Hudson River. 
 
           Sunday morning we celebrated Liturgy 

with His Eminence, Edward Cardinal Egan 
presiding.  Cardinal Egan’s homily showed us 
how the Sunday Gospel from Mark 6:30-34, 
related to us when we find that we must minis-
ter to those who come to us, even when we 
are tired and seeking rest.  Cardinal Egan 
then spent more than an hour with us in a 
friendly social atmosphere.  
 
           The conference ended with another 
keynote address by Rev. Drew Christiansen, 
S.J., who became Editor-in-Chief of America 
magazine in the Fall of 2005.  He spoke on 
non-violence and just war.  He noted that 
peace is not the mere absence of war.  He 
also told us that the paradox of promoting 
peace often brings one to violence, as all do 
not agree how to do it.  He noted that it is im-
portant that we persevere in prayer, and that 
the deacon must be ready to lead prayer, es-
pecially in crisis. 
 
           The Region II Convocation next sum-
mer is scheduled in Toronto, Ontario on July 
27, 28 & 29, 2007. 
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Notes from the North Country 

 
The 2006-2007 school year will see the 

full implementation of the diocese’s new dea-
con formation program.  For the past year, the 
aspirants have been taking online courses 
through the STEP program at the University of 
Notre Dame.  In addition, they have partici-
pated in an annual retreat, have completed 
their psychological screening, and are in the 
process of participating in the Deacon Per-
ceiver Interview process. 

 
Kelly Counseling and Consulting from 

Glen Mills, PA, came onsite to the diocese to 
conduct the psychological screening for all of 
the aspirants.  Several weeks later they re-
turned to give each aspirant the feedback of 
their findings.  The diocese found that this ar-
rangement was able to afford both the aspi-
rants and the diocese with outstanding psycho-
logical screening. 

 
In September, the aspirants will have a 

monthly twenty-four hour session at Wad-
hams Hall in Ogdensburg.  Their courses will 
be Liturgy Formation, The Gospels, Introduc-
tion to Spirituality, Introduction to Catechetics, 
and Public Speaking.  At the same time, the 
aspirants will continue to pursue online 
courses through the STEP program. 

 
The partnership with STEP has proven 

to be beneficial for the aspirants.  Likewise, it 
has allowed a diocese in a rural setting to 
provide appropriate theological formation for 
the deacon aspirants.  It is expected that the 
candidates will pursue online courses over 
the four-year period.   

 
Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin will continue to 

be in charge of the Deacon Formation Pro-
gram.  However, since he is taking on a new 
assignment as Principal of Seton Catholic 
High School in Plattsburgh, NY, Msgr. Aucoin 
will no longer be Director of Permanent Dea-
cons.  Fr. James W Seymour, Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy, will take on this responsibil-
ity. 

 
 

DEACON FORMATION PROGRAM 
FOR WIVES 

 
 
PURPOSE: to provide for wives a prayerful en-
vironment, classroom presentations, opportuni-
ties for sharing and individual mentoring to en-
courage them to examine the roles and respon-
sibilities incumbent upon the spouse of a per-
manent deacon. 
 

 
OBJECTIVES:   1.  Assist in individual discern-
ment and internalization of the benefits and 
burdens of the permanent diaconate… 2.  To 
assess the impact of the DFP and post ordina-
tion demands on family time and interrelation-
ships… 3.  To develop a personal spirituality 
and prayer life based on guided introspec-
tion… 4.  To identify sources for support and 
growth available to wives and families… 5.  To 
share concerns and establish a sense of par-
ticipation in the deacon community… 6.  To 
review contemporary issues and establish a 
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Numerous calls fill deacon’s life  

 
By Deacon Larry Feasel 

 
From the Catholic Courier 
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 Reprinted with the permission of the publisher. 
  

     Callings — most of us experience at least 
one of these in a lifetime. Depending on our 
ages, the sources may be parents, teachers, 

figuration it would be beneficial to spend part of 
each class in separated sessions.  This will 
provide an opportunity to focus on the unique 
needs and concerns of each group during 
these critical points in the Program. 
 
A Personal Observation:  It has been a privi-
lege for me to have been part of the faith jour-
ney with each of the wives in the DFP for the 
past twelve years.  I have had the exceptional 
opportunity to share the anxieties, the un-
knowns, the joys and the satisfactions of these 
women who quietly support diaconal ministries 
through a variety of ways and sacrifices and 
who graciously share their husbands with the 
people of the Church of the Diocese of Syra-
cuse. 
 
                                                                           
Gratefully, 
                                                                           
Lucy 
                                                                           
Lucy Distin 
                                                                           
May, 2006 
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relevant knowledge base of the twenty first 
century Church… 7.  To assess and anticipate 
changes in relationships and expectations 
within the parish community. 
 
PROGRAM:  Classes consist of joint meetings 
with husbands as well as a series of at least 
four all day meetings exclusively for wives.  
Two multiple day retreats are required during 
years two and four.  Wives are also encour-
aged to attend classes with their spouses.   
 
The all day classes include presentations by 
deacon wives, priests, religious and lay people 
who have expertise in fields related to the ob-
jectives.  Each class includes an opportunity for 
sharing concerns and experiences related to 
the DFP.  The participants are asked to com-
plete evaluations of each class and to make 
suggestions for topics and presenters.  The Li-
aison meets privately with each participant an-
nually.  Confidentiality is assured. 
 
NOTE:  The wives in the advanced class are 
very helpful to the beginners and the total 
group meetings have been productive.  How-
ever, during the second year/ fourth year con-

  
 Diocese of Rochester 

 

friends, situations, readings, spouses, fellow 
parishioners and even inner stirring. My first 
sense of call came in eighth grade at St. 
Ambrose School. Sister Rita Marie encour-
aged all her boys to pray for a vocation to the 
priesthood. I prayed, but neither heard nor felt 
a call. So off I went to McQuaid and there felt 
the first call in my life. My American history 
teacher witnessed what it is to be an educator. 
My decision to be a teacher of history was 
forged. When I arrived at John Carroll Univer-
sity, I discovered that my history major and po-
litical science minor 



 
families beyond counting. I never cease to be 
amazed and thankful for how open and can-
did they are in their time of need. Health 
emergencies most always bring on a faith cri-
sis. In a perfect world, all patients would have 
health-care proxies and have received the 
sacrament of the sick in their parishes before 
entering the hospital. But this is an imperfect 
world and provides the challenge for ministe-
rial support in the hospital setting. It also is 
my privilege to sponsor field-education ex-
periences for deacon candidates at Roches-
ter General, shadowing for diaconal inquirers 
and mentorship for deacon interns. And in 
January 2005, I became the chaplain for the 
Monroe County Office of Probation and Com-
munity Services.  
 
     Serving as a permanent deacon is a privi-
lege without measure. Whether preparing a 
couple for marriage or caring for a parishioner 
who has lost a job, visiting the sick or assist-
ing a family in preparing a funeral liturgy, 
breaking open the meaning and message of 
sacred Scripture in a homily or delivering food 
baskets to the needy — all are manifestations 
of his love for which you are his agent. Occa-
sionally, you are a channel of his peace. One 
last note: I can’t begin to describe how it feels 
to receive the wedding vows of your children 
and baptize your grandchildren (yes, the sixth 
calling!). 
 
(Deacon Laurence Feasel ministers at St. Sa-
lome Parish in Irondequoit and Rochester 
General Hospital, and is professor emeritus 
of criminal justice, history and political 
science at Monroe Community College.) 
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would include Army ROTC and a de facto third 
minor in philosophy. So my second call to serve 
as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army was 
also forged. After graduate school and a tour in 
Vietnam, I married my wonderful wife, Anne (a 
third calling) and entered the world of an educa-
tor at Monroe Community College. It was a mar-
velous 36-year ride there during which our three 
blessed children — Larry, Kathy and Justin — 
formed my fourth calling. 
 
     Anne and I were always active in St. Jo-
seph’s, Penfield, as lectors, extraordinary minis-
ters of holy Communion and members of the 
folk group. The stirring of the fifth calling — the 
permanent diaconate — came from four 
sources. First, we were blessed with the witness 
of three great deacons at St. Joseph’s — Bill 
Hunt, Ken Scarciotta and Tom Ecker. Further, in 
the Army Reserve I interacted with another 
gifted deacon — Gary DiLallo. Second, there 
was the support of four inspiring priests — Fa-
ther Mike Conboy, the pastor who encouraged 
and endorsed my candidacy; Father Joe Hart, 
my academic adviser for three years; Father 
John Colacino, the adviser for my last year; and 
Father Bill Darling, my spiritual director. Third, 
there were the affirming parishioners at St. Jo-
seph’s. And fourth, certainly not last, my family 
and friends. All of these interacted to awaken, 
nurture and support my sense of calling. Then 
there were the prayers of so many. As a result, 
the four years at St. Bernard’s were a whirlwind 
of faith, ideas, service and opportunities.  
 
     I was ordained June 9, 1999, and a month 
later was assigned to St. Salome’s Parish and 
to the duty chaplaincy at Rochester General 
Hospital. The six years and 11 months since or-
dination have been profoundly rewarding. With 
the support of two pastors, Father Darling and 
Father Richard Beligotti, and the faith commu-
nity of St. Salome’s, I have received the mar-
riage vows of 18 couples, baptized 64 children, 
and presided or assisted at the funerals for 34. 
All this in the parish which is the mustard seed 
of the Irondequoit parishes! At the hospital, I 
have supported and prayed with patients and 
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Summary of the Region II Directors’  Meeting of Thu rsday/Friday July 20/21, 2006:   
At Mount St. Mary College 

Newburgh, New York 
 
· Present at the meeting were Deacon Bert Cambre, Toronto; Deacon Anthony Cassaneto, 

New York; Deacon Claude Curtin, Rochester; Deacon Leslie Distin, Syracuse; Deacon John 
Ezard, Kingston; Deacon William Gervais, Kingston; Deacon Ted May, Buffalo; and Deacon 
David Palma, Rochester.  A number of wives were also present. 

· Deacon Cassaneto first spoke about the Convocation opening the next day, noting some 
changes and commenting on logistics.  He said that he had a fair sized crew aiding him.  He 
requested the services of Deacon Directors to serve at Mass and to lead the Morning and 
Evening Prayer. 

· Deacon Cambre then spoke about the 2007 Convocation that will be held in Toronto, Ontario 
on July 27, 28 & 29.  He noted that Deacon Bill Ditewig has already committed to speak at it.  
He requested that each of the Deacon Directors send him three sets of mailing labels to be 
used for sending advertisements and notices.  Deacon May is to contact NDICE to get future 
Institute dates so that we can arrange our Convocations without conflicting with them. 

· Deacon May announced that Rev. Jay Seymour has been named the Director of the Diacon-
ate for the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  Rev. Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin will continue as Director of 
Formation. 

· Deacon Palma spoke about the next issue of the Region II Newsletter that he hopes to get 
out soon.  He requested that articles and pictures should be sent in by August 15th, and the 
issue would then come out 5 to 7 days later.  The Newsletter would be e-mailed to the Direc-
tors of the Diocese, and they would be responsible for distributing it either by e-mail or hard 
copy.   

· At this point, because many were tired from travel, we closed the meeting with Night Prayer 
led by Deacon May. 

· The following morning we met, to discuss a future Directors’ meeting.  Deacon Palma is going 
to check on the availability of facilities on a tentative date of November 9-10, 2006.  He will 
also try to get Deacon Jim Swiler, the Director in New Orleans to do a presentation on Inquiry 
and Aspirancy as he did in Denver at NADD. 

· Some discussions were held on what is happening in our dioceses, and this presented oppor-
tunities for Deacons to send articles to Deacon Palma for the Newsletter. 


