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Save these dates!
Jan. 20-21 - January Retreat J beope the Chuistmas holiday was a time of real blessing for you and that the New
How Scripture Feeds the Soul - - ; -pp:

Bob McCarty Year falds pramise and jey for you. Coming back always seems sa difficult!

Fhanks te all of you for your geed wisties while I was necavering fra a brofen el baw.

W E R IERERL Y 7' m back to work, although J won’t be duiving for some time!
Adolescent Catechesis Just a few notes: J hope many of you have had a chance to promate cur evening
Roundtable sessions on chastity with Mavy Renan. Jhese sessions are especially designed for the
February 10-Pastoral Center anents of teens. (U kinds of data indicate that parents want to fnew more about fow to
February 24-Corning p y p
February 26-Waterloo area promate chastity with theiv teens. Please make sure ta get the word cut!
RN A8 JREEEl, (FEE (s we mave inte the spring, J want to remind you that every parish|faith community is
Feb. 10 - Interministerial wpected to U#&‘t an (Lppwdum'tq #0’(« jum'wt fu'gﬁ students to pa)tticipate in the Praesidium
Regional Meeting pragram “Called te Protect” by June of this year. Denna Guay will continue to. call to
VST i emind people who. fiave not scheduled sessions yet that they should de so. Jt's
panticularly impartant te tafe care ef this because the diocese will be audited in the fall,
and this time auditors may elect to visit parishes.

Wlso, please emember to let Donna fnow when you have trainings for volunteers
May 9 - Run for the Young scheduled se we can post them on the web!
May 17 - Jubilee Mass Laock for the neat set of DVDs in Febuary. Imagine, neat year at this time gou witl
fiave a camplete set of Master Catechist Level training sessiens en DVD in your parish!

We’re hasting three wound tabile discussions for catechetical leaders and youth ministers
for input on the adolescent catechesis project. Please tuy te attend ene of them

May winter pass quickly inte springl

September 26: Mike Patin l l - ﬁ q

November 19-22: NCYC

Hands of Christ:
March 16, March 18, March 28

May 20 - May Day

June 6: Workshops on
Children’s Catechumenate

Shannon Says

Young adults (and people of all ages!) will often go to
the internet when looking for answers to their questions.
While the internet can be a great resource, it's not
always easy to figure out how accurate or reliable the
information is on a particular site. This is especially true
for sites claiming to be "Catholic." Take a moment this
month and read "Is that "Catholic" website Catholic?" on
the Spirit Alive! website
(http://www.rochesterspiritalive.org/) to find tips on
evaluating websites. Then go exploring online and try
out the tips for yourself. You might be surprised with
what you find!

On another note, planning for this summer's Theology
on Tap in Monroe County has begun. If your parish
would like to know more about co-sponsoring this
series, please let me know! The Monroe County series
will be between ten and twelve weeks long over the
summer. Outside of Monroe County we schedule TOTs
based on interest at the parish level, not as a part of any
set schedule, so let me know if you'd like to give it a try!



http://www.dor.org/ec/documents/Feb09RegionalInterministerialMeeting.pdf
http://www.dor.org/ec/documents/Feb09RegionalInterministerialMeeting.pdf
http://www.dor.org/ec/RCIA.htm
http://www.dor.org/ec/youthministry/programsandevents/handsofchrist.htm
http://www.dor.org/ec/youthministry/programsandevents/runfortheyoung.htm
http://www.dor.org/
http://www.dor.org/ec/documents/EvaluatingWebsitesnew.pdf

Mary’s Reflections

Welcome to a New Year! | hope your holidays were filled

with family and friends.

If you are blessed with the role of RCIA coordinator,
Happy NEACE TN ETa Ao R Tals SR (o] A0 R ORI gV ls I please be sure to register your catechumens and candidates
L ECESER 0 R R [01e] @ (T R R s NN (RIS (aYATi R 1 B for the Rite of Election in March. (The online database will
coming year. close on January 26™.)

We started the year off with Information meetings for the Whoever plans the parish liturgies should include the
INEUTIETROET o] [T et al (v -R (A MWGTTV KT [NEM  Rite of Sending at the Sunday mass on March 1%, This is
held November 19-22, 2009. If you were not able to attend planned out in The Rites, Book I. As a clarification: if you
one of these meetings give me a call and I’ll get you the have only catechumens (unbaptized), use the ‘Sending of the
information you will need. Catechumens for Election’. If you have both Candidates

\ETFI (R R Eor T [ IR [ VT s Kol @el NI (baptized) and Catechumens, use the Combined Rite in
develop a curriculum for Adolescent Catechesis in the Appendix I.

Diocese of Rochester for Catholic High Schools and Parish This Rite of Sending offers the local parish community an
Youth Ministry. Several roundtable discussions will be opportunity to express its approval of the catechumens, and
(0] 1 (1 CTo M TOW =1 o VETaVA (o lo S Y/ IV @ Ta o] Vi A ST g YA s U S RNV T | I TETTo M lets the catechumens be assured of the parish’s care and

to implement a model of Adolescent Catechesis in support as they complete their initiation.

September 2010. It is essential that Youth Ministry Leaders’ “Before the rite of election is celebrated, the catechumens
voices be heard at one of these sessions. The first session are expected to have undergone a conversion in mind and in
will be on February 10™ at the Pastoral Center after our action and to have developed a sufficient acquaintance with
Regional Meeting with Catechetical Leaders and Youth Christian teaching as well as a spirit of faith and charity.
Ministry Leaders. Bring a brown bag lunch if you plan to With deliberate will and an enlightened faith they must have
stay. the intention to receive the sacraments of the Church, a

Catholic Scouting and CYO Athletics are active Youth resolve they will express publicly in the actual celebration of
Ministries in our Diocese. Support the young people and the rite.” (RCIA #120)
volunteers in these programs by attending the Catholic How have you adapted these expectations with the
Scouting Awards Ceremony and the Monroe County children in your process? Please send me your thoughts, and
Basketball Tournament. There are many ways Youth I’ll share them with the rest of our parishes.

Ministry happens in the parish. These are two great Keep June 6™ open on your calendars — we have
programs we need to support! Catherine Ecker from the Archdiocese of Toronto coming

Hand of Christ ceremonies will be held: for workshops on the Children’s Catechumentate!
¢ March 16 at St Lawrence Church, Greece, 7:30 pm
+ March 18 at St Joseph Church, Penfield, 7:30 pm
+ March 28 at St Mary our Mother, Horseheads, 10:00 am
Looking ahead
— September 26-27 — Mike Patin is coming!

As always it’s important to take some time to laugh:

-Women's Luncheon: Each member brings a sandwich. Polly

Phillips will give the medication.

-Announcement in the church bulletin for a National

PRAYER & FASTING conference: "The cost for attending

the Fasting and Prayer conference includes meals."
Jonathan’s Journal

I hope you all celebrated a wonderful Advent, Christmas, and New Year! There are many projects happening to tell you
about.

First, E&C is offering two workshops to help us deal effectively with on-going change, tension, transition and more.
We’re calling them “The Moving Compass.” The workshops are free! See the flyer on Diocesan Updates or on our Website. |
encourage all of you to attend!

Next, we’re working hard on the on-line Foundational Catechist Formation tools. These tools are a way for catechists to
self-assess their competency in certain Foundational Level formation modules. They can effectively “test out” of the modules
by taking the on-line assessments and will present Catechetical Leaders with a completion certificate. This will not only speed
up the formation certification process, but it makes it more accessible: they can be completed on any computer with an Internet
connection!

Third, we’re developing a faith formation evaluation program. We’re calling “CAFE”: Catechetical and Formation
Evaluation. This program will use input from many different voices to assess the “state of our programs” for parishes that
choose to use the program. This program will be piloted in February 2009 and will be ready to go this summer!

Don’t forget: February Interministerial Gathering! (Feb 10)

Have questions or want to find out more? Call me!



http://www.dor.org/ec/documents/MovingCompassFlyer.pdf
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