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AN INVITATION TO PRAY WITH YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL

These opening and closing prayers have been prepgirtne Office of Pastoral
Planning, Diocese of Rochester, to help your pastmuncil become what it is intended
to be: deadership bodyn communionwith God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and
focused on enabling the community to carry outrtiiesionof the Church (to proclaim
the Gospel, to form community, and to serve esfigc¢teose in need). As stated in our
diocesan “Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines, dpecific purposes of the pastoral
council are:

to form community as a sign and witness of unitytfe larger community

to provide recommendations for priorities, direnpand policies through

pastoral planning

to promote communication, understanding, and cotkaiion among parish

organizations and between the parish, the Dio@skthe universal Church.

In our rush to “get the business of the councilefame may forget that we are
challenged to ongoing renewal through prayer, stliskgning, and dialogue. Because of
our familiarity with secular boards of directorsg way forget that we are a body of
church leaders engaged with our pastor or pasddrainistrator in discerning the ways
God is speaking to this community in this time @ate. For our actions to be imbued
with the wisdom of God, they must begin with prayeith listening to one another in
faith and love, followed by listening to the largemmmunity of parishioners in similar
faith and love, and end again in prayer.

And so we invite you to set aside time at the beigignand end of your pastoral council
meetings to use these prayers. We are confidantt quality of your relationships
with one another and the community at large andjttaity of your decisions will be
enhanced as you take time for shared prayer insGu@'sence.

The Office of Pastoral Planning, The team of writers
Diocese of Rochester Marianne Antczak
Deborah Housel Rev. Mark Brewer
Mary Moorhouse (secretary) Marilyn Catherine
Karen Rinefierd (editor) Anne-Marie Brogan

Rev. James Fennessy
Bernard Grizard (Director of Parish
Support Ministries) Additional writers on the topics of
public policy issues
Kathy Dubel
Sr. Janet Korn
Marvin Mich



Hints for the Prayer Leader

It may be helpful to designate a different persoryour council to lead prayer for each
meeting. In this way, more and more of the leadégour community will gain
experience with leading prayer in small groups.

Preparation before the Pastoral Council meeting

1. Read through the prayer session for the Sundagwolly your meeting. Become
familiar with it. Decide if this session is apprigte for your council or if you would
like to choose another based on topic (particulfggur community will be
addressing one of the designated public policyesdar the year in the coming
month).

2. Make enough copies of the prayer for all you expectttend the meeting. You may
distribute these at the beginning of the meetingemd them out to members ahead of
time along with the agenda and minutes of the previmeeting.

3. If avisual image is suggested for this particylaayer session, bring it to the meeting
if possible. Having an image in the center ofgathering will help members
remember throughout the evening that the meetimgldsin God’s presence.

A Walk Through the Prayer Outline
Prayer at the beginning of the meetingllow 10-15 minutes on your agenda)

1. Invite those present to become quiet and remenrhla¢they are in the presence of
God. After a brief pause, begin theitation to Prayer.

2. Either read th&cripture passage yourself or have someone else do soh@sk t
before the meeting begins).

3. Allow several minutes fosilent reflectionand consideration of the faith sharing
guestions.

4. Invite those present to respond (in groups of twthiee or in the larger council
group) to any of the suggestedestions for faith sharingout loud. People may
also choose to share how the reading spoke to ithgeneral. All do not need to
respond but allow silent pauses so that peopleafatt comfortably.

5. Go on to the beginning of your meeting’s agenda.

Prayer at the end of the meetir(gllow 5 minutes on your agenda)

1. Begin theintercessory prayeras written in the prayer session.

2. Invite others to share their own prayers aloud.

3. When all who choose to share prayers are doneéFsaythese prayers and all
those we hold deep in our hearts.”

4. Begin theclosing prayer.



Notes

1. The intercessory prayers may be moved to the etftedjprayer at the beginning of
the meeting” or offered in the middle of the megtiras well as at the end as
suggested in the prayer sessions.

2. Some communities like to develop one intercessoaygy relative to the issues on
which the pastoral council is working. This praigeprayed by the entire community
at Sunday liturgies over the course of the mofithis practice provides spiritual
support for the parish’s leadership, helps theemingregation to be conscious of
issues under consideration by the pastoral cowanuil,helps all to focus on the God
who leads the community into the future.

3. These prayer sessions, while designed for pastotadcils, can be used at the
meetings of the parish staff, other parish comm#teand the planning group council
with minor adaptation.

Faith Sharing Guidelines

Each person is led by God on his or her personalisy journey. Faith sharing refers to
shared reflections on the action of God in onejseelence as related to Scripture and
faith. Faith sharing is not discussion, problenvisg, or scripture study. The purpose is
an encounter, between a person in the concretencstances of life and the Word of
God, which leads to a conversion of heart. Theefdith sharing process is seen as
prayer, i.e. listening to the Word of God as regdah scripture and in each other’s
experience.

1. Participants are given time to reflect before siabegins, and a period of
comfortable silence might occur between individiglaring. Silence is a vital part
of the total process of faith sharing.

2. Sharing is optional. Each person shares at the dind on the level where he or she
feels comfortable.

3. There is no set order for sharing (you do not rieegb in a circle around the group).

4. Listen respectfully and openly. If someone dodashear the sharing or does not
understand, he or she can ask for clarification.

5. There is no discussion or commenting on what iseshaAn appropriate response

from the prayer leader or group might be a smileg@ or a “thank you.”

The prayer leader and group are not there as “pnolsblvers” or “advice givers.”

Participants are encouraged to share in the fenstqm (I feel...l believe...etc.).

Anything that is shared in the group is confiddrdiad does not leave the group. Itis

meant to be a gift for this group only.

© N



A Call to Service

239 Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year B

September 10, 2006

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God of promise,
You have created us out of love,
and want only the best for your people:
healing, wholeness, true peace.
Help us to imitate you.
Guide us in making decisions
that will bring about good for the people we serve.
We ask this in the name of Jesus.

All: Amen.
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

Thus says the Lord:

Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Begstfear not!

Here is your God, he comes with vindication;

with divine recompense he comes to save you.

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,

the ears of the deaf be cleared,;

then will the lame leap like a stag,

then the tongue of the mute will sing.

Streams will burst forth in the desert, and riviarthe steppe.

The burning sands will become pools and the thgstyind, springs of water.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God

Silent Reflection



Questions for Faith Sharing

1. How has serving on the Pastoral Council been a @faypening your eyes
and ears to the needs of our faith community? (Ow do you expect your
service on the council to act in this way?)

2. Are there any fears we need to address with ouple@€oAny areas of healing
that our parish needs us to consider?

3. How can we, as Pastoral Council members, becomagspof living water
for our community?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For our church, that God might guide our leaderd our people to act
boldly and without fear to bring healing and whass to our world.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

(The leader may add prayers that address the stddgmmcerns dealt with in this
evening’s meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer

Leader: God of healing and promise,
you who give healing and wholeness,
nourishment for body and spirit,
protection and justice for those in need,
be with us as we make our way home.
Protect us each day of our lives,
guide us to do your will,
and bring us safely home to you
when this life is ended.
We ask this as we ask all things
+in the name of the Father, the Son and the HoigtSp
All: Amen.



Identity
24" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
September 17, 2006

Visual suggestions:  Cross, mirror (to reflect baxkhem that they are to be the image
of Christ), sheet of paper with the question, “Wiwoyou say that |
am?”

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  Loving and Gracious God, we gather in your presence as a community of
believers. You are gracious and just, merciful andull of love. As we walk
before you in the land of the living, give to us yar guidance and wisdom,
that we may be images of your love in both word andeed.

Scripture Reading: Mark 8:27-35

Now Jesus and his disciples set out for the vidagfeCaesarea Philippi. Along
the way he asked his disciples, "Who do peoplelsatyl am?" They said in
reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still athene of the prophets.” And he
asked them, "But who do you say that | am?" P to him in reply, "You are
the Messiah.”" Then he warned them not to tell apyabout him. He began to
teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greaity be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be kilked, rise after three days. He spoke
this openly. He summoned the crowd with his dies@nd said to them,
"Whoever wishes to come after me must deny him&g up his cross, and
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his lifel\Wate it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake and that of the gospel will salve i

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection



Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Jesus is sharing his identity with his communipw do we share our identity as
disciples of the good news in our community?

2. Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

As we continue through our meeting, let us remerttiegrwe are all called to put on the
mind and heart of Christ, identifying ourselveshw@hrist.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting
Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

As disciples of Christ, may we always follow Chyistirroring the image
of Christ in our words and deeds, we pray to thelLo

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:  Gracious God:

You bring forth new life in us as we strive to do gur will. Hear our prayers
that we may always live in the image of your Son.e3us Christ, and give of

ourselves as our parish community becomes a refléah of your love. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Passion, Wisdom, Peace
25" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
September 24, 2006

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: We gather together in Jesus’ name.
Abiding in his Spirit, as he abides in the Spifitlee Father, we pray
All: Open our hearts that we may hear your LivingWord speaking to us,

at this time, in this place.
Scripture Reading: James 3:16—4:3

Beloved:

Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, therdisorder and every foul practice.
But the wisdom from above is first of all pureethpeaceable, gentle, willing to yield,
full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstarmyinsincerity.

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peacdlose who cultivate peace.

Where do the wars and where do the conflicts anyongcome from?

Is it not from your passions that make war withdur members?

You want something and do not have it: so you carmmarder.

And you covet something and cannot obtain it; @ gngage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask.

You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrohglgpend it on your passions.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
(Pause in Silence)

Leader: Lord Jesuswe know you are present in the midst of this gatiger
What do you see? What do you want us to know?




(Continue in Silent Reflection)

Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Our passion can be the gift of fire from the Hobyri§ energizing us to move
God’s desire into action. Our passion can be dribg cravings that take us
away from God’s desires. How do we discern?
2. In your experience what kills the spirit of creay?
3. Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting tonight?
4. How can we as leaders in this community cultivasglam and peace?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Confident that God will lead us to ask tiigHet us pray:
May our desires be fitting in your eyes....

Lord, hear our prayer
For what else shall we pray...

(When all who choose are finished voicing prayefsy these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer

Closing Prayer

Leader:

Women:

Men:

All:

Holy Creator,

in each one of us you have planted a seed of yassipnate love.
Make us to see clearly the gifts you have plantghimveach of us.
Make us to recognize the source of our passions.

Christ Jesus, our Wisdom,

through the Mystery of your passionate life, destll resurrection
you brought us into right relationship with God.

Help us to know your pure desire.

Holy Spirit,

Forever you are tending the life of God in us.
Open us to receive the nourishment of your grace,
that our work today may bear good fruit

and many will come to know the blessings of God.

Amen.



Support and Encouragement
26" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
October 1, 2006

Visual suggestions:  Parish ministry list, bulletble and candle

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Send forth your Spirit,
Lord.

All: Send forth your Spirit,
Lord,

Leader: that we might hear your
word of life.

All: Send forth your Spirit,
Lord,

Leader: that we might speak your
truth.

All: Send forth your Spirit,
Lord,

Leader: that we might do your good
works.

All: Send forth your Spirit,
Lord.

Scripture Reading: Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48

John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone drivuriglemons in your
name, and we tried to prevent him because he dudsliow us."

Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him. There is r@who performs a
mighty deed in my name who can at the same timaksiieof me.
For whoever is not against us is for us.

Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink beeaymsu belong to
Christ, amen, | say to you, will surely not lose reward.

Whoever causes one of these little ones who beirexee to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were putuard his neck and he were
thrown into the sea.



If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. Ibitter for you to enter into life
maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna,timounquenchable fire. And
if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. Ithstter for you to enter into life
crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehan And if your eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enieto the kingdom of God with one
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenrreeres 'their worm does not
die, and the fire is not quenched.’

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1.

2.

3.

What “mighty deeds” taking place in this commumgyeal to us the power of
God?

How do we as a parish support one another, compaastly, in the name of
Christ?

How might we as a Pastoral Council support eacteptds we meet?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For the good people of this parish community, thewugh their good
works we may recognize the presence of Jesus. Wetpthe Lord...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader Holy God,

All:

Voice of Truth, Heart of Compassion,

bless the work of this Parish Community,

that your light may shine for all to see

as we work, rest and pray together in your name.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



United in Christ
27" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
October 8, 2006

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  Lord God, Creator of all living things,
help us to work together to become one in Christ yor Son.
We can do nothing alone.
Only with your help can we accomplish your missiomf peace and love.
Be with us always on our journey through life.

Scripture Reading: Genesis 2:18-24

The Lord God said: "It is not good for the man &abone. | will make a
suitable partner for him." So the Lord God formed of the ground
various wild animals and various birds of the airgd he brought them to
the man to see what he would call them; whateventhan called each of
them would be its name. The man gave names theattdttle, all the birds
of the air, and all the wild animals; but none @odvo be the suitable
partner for the man. So the Lord God cast a desgpsin the man, and
while he was asleep, he took out one of his rilts@nsed up its place
with flesh. The Lord God then built up into a wonthe rib that he had
taken from the man. When he brought her to the man,

the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of mydsoand flesh of my
flesh; This one shall be called '‘woman,' for outhet man' this one has
been taken." That is why a man leaves his fatheémasther and clings to
his wife, and the two of them become one body.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. How well do we invoke God’s help when differencesea

2. How do we as a council help to unite the peopleunfworshipping
community?

3. Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting
tonight?



Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For peace in our world, in our nation, in our @y in our homes and in
our hearts, we pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:  Lord God, as we leave this meeting may we leanot alone but as partners
and helpers of one another, sharing our joys and awsorrows. May we walk

with each other and with you in loving kindness. W& ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen




Calling Upon the Wisdom of

God

28" Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year B
October 15, 2006

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer(based on Psalm 90)

All: Holy Wisdom, come into our midst.
Leader: Teach us to number our days aright
that we might gain wisdom of heart.
All: Holy Wisdom, come into our midst.
Leader: Fill us with your kindness
that we might shout for joy and gladness all owsda
All: Holy Wisdom, come into our midst.
Leader: Inspire and guide us. Prosper the woduohands.
Prosper the work of our hands!
All: Holy Wisdom, come into our midst.

Scripture Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11

| prayed, and prudence was given me;

| pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me.

| preferred her to scepter and throne,

and deemed riches nothing in comparison with her,
nor did | liken any priceless gem to her;

because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand,

and before her, silver is to be accounted mire.
Beyond health and comeliness | loved her,

And | chose to have her rather than the light,
because the splendor of her never yields to sleep.
Yet all good things together came to me in her camyp
and countless riches at her hands.

The Word of the LordThanks be to God

Silent Reflection



Questions for Faith Sharingbreak into groups of three)
1. How has God’s wisdom guided you in life? Shareargo examples.
2. How have you struggled between God’s wisdom andviibgom of the world?

3. What are some concrete ways we can help our panshcommunity grow in the
wisdom of God?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.

That the church may always be guided by the WisdbGod and, in turn,
be a source of wisdom for the world, we pray:

All: Holy Wisdom, hear our prayer

(The leader may add prayers that address the $sitgi@aecerns dealt with in this
evening’'s meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All': Holy Wisdom, hear our prayer

Closing Prayer

Leader: O God, you are the Source of all Wisdom.
Fill us with your understanding and insight
so that we might bring your kindness and compassion
to our parish community and our world.
Guide us with your Spirit
and help us imitate Jesus, who is our Wisdom fareve

All: Amen.



Service
29" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
October 22, 2006

Visual suggestion:  Chalice/Cup
Pictures of people from the parish being ses/doing service
Music suggestion: “The Servant Song”

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  Loving and Gracious God:
We gather in your presence as a community of believs. We place our trust
in you as we discern your will in our parish commuity. Continue to shower
us with your wisdom, mercy, and love. Be presenbtus throughout our
meeting today so that we may continue to praise ydn our words, decisions,
and actions.

Scripture Reading: Mark 10:35-45

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, canme &mé said to him,
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever weddsjou.” He replied, "What
do you wish me to do for you?" They answered Hi@rant that in your glory we
may sit one at your right and the other at youtr'le§esus said to them, "You do
not know what you are asking. Can you drink the that | drink or be baptized
with the baptism with which | am baptized?" Theydsto him, "We can.” Jesus
said to them, "The cup that | drink, you will drirdnd with the baptism with
which | am baptized, you will be baptized; but itoas my right or at my left is

not mine to give but is for those for whom it h&eb prepared.” When the ten
heard this, they became indignant at James and J#sus summoned them and
said to them, "You know that those who are recagphis rulers over the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their great ones make theihority over them felt. But it
shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishbgs great among you will be
your servant; whoever wishes to be first amongwilbe the slave of all. For
the Son of Man did not come to be served but teesand to give his life as a
ransom for many."

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection



Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Jesus is teaching his disciples about greatnesggb®ioted in service. Is our
parish community one that roots itself in servic®thers? Do we put others

first?

2. Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting tonight?

As we continue through our meeting, let us remerttsrwe are all called to be of
service to one another, to let go of our egos argut the other first.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That our faith community will always be rooted emn&ce that brings
justice, peace and life to all in need, we prathtoLord.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

Gracious God:

You bring forth new life in us as we strive to do gur will. Hear our
prayers that we may always live in the image of yauSon, Jesus
Christ, and give of ourselves as our parish commutyi becomes a
reflection of your love. We ask this through Chris our Lord. Amen.



Help in Difficult Times
30" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
October 29, 2006 (Option 1)

You may also choose to use the prayer sessiond@mlat Risk” shaped around the
same Gospel reading.

Visual suggestions: Candle and Bible

Some symbol of a struggle being dealt with, a.g.
letter/report/photo

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord.

All: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.

Leader: Lord, hear my voice!

All: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.

Leader: Let your ears be attentive to the voicepipleadings!
All: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord

(from Psalm 130)

Scripture Reading : Mark 10:46-52

They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jemgth his disciples
and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, ¢ineo$ Timaeus, sat by
the roadside begging.

On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he begeny out and say,
"Jesus, son of David, have pity on me." And mayuked him, telling
him to be silent. But he kept calling out all there, "Son of David, have
pity on me."

Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they ca#liedlind man, saying
to him, "Take courage; get up, he is calling you."

He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and camestasJeJesus said to him
in reply, "What do you want me to do for you?" Tdied man replied to
him, "Master, | want to see."

Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has sayaal” Immediately he
received his sight and followed him on the way.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Where in our personal life, or parish life, do viredf ourselves crying out to Jesus
for help?

2. What is our blindness? Where do we need to see ceady?

3. How does today’s meeting agenda help open up as ®yareas of darkness and
need in our community?

4. What dark areas in our parish life or communitg ldo we avoid?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For those who live in the darknesses of illnesprefsion or addiction;
that they may come to know God’s healing light...

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Bless us this night, Lord.
As we enter the darkness of the evening,
may we remember your promise of light.
May we rise with joy and gratitude

as the new day greets us tomorrow.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Children At Risk

30" Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year B

October 29, 2006 (Option 2)

You may want to use this prayer whenever your camtynis studying the issue of children in
poverty.

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Jesus said, “Let the children come to me do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as the@aike 18:16)

Jesus focuses on the needs of children and doégnuoe them.
We are invited to share that same openness toetbasrof all children,
especially the poor.

All: May we leave behind any blindness that prevets us from following
Jesus as Bartimaeus did.

Scripture reading: Mark 10:46-52

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciplesasidable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the
son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging. @nidgethat it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, havegityne." And many rebuked him, telling him to
be silent. But he kept calling out all the mor@oh of David, have pity on me." Jesus stopped
and said, "Call him." So they called the blind msaying to him, "Take courage; get up, Jesus is
calling you." He threw aside his cloak, sprangam] came to Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply,
"What do you want me to do for you?" The blind meplied to him, "Master, | want to see."
Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has sayaal" Immediately he received his sight and
followed him on the way.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
Despite the rebukes of the crowd, Jesus respondpassionately to the pleas of blind

Bartimaeus. Jesus seems to be overlooking theadwhen he asks, “What do you want me to
do for you?” But giving up our blindness is fraughith challenges. Once we can see the



reality; we have no more excuses. Jesus’ cleaowisf the realities of the world drove him to
respond with relentless compassion to the suffeanogind him.

1. If we took off our blinders to the suffering of &gt children, what would have to change
about our lives?

2. How is this faith community responding to “the leakthese,” the poor in our
community? What else is possible?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayers andraeds
That we, like Bartimaeus, may come to see morelgledat God is
asking of us as we seek to serve the needs dhiitiiscommunity and the
needs of our world.

All: Lord, bless your children.

Leader: For all the peoples of the world, especially theDR9 children worldwide
who die each day from preventable malnutrition diséase, that we will
act to end this needless tragedy, we pray to thd.Lo

All: Lord, bless your children.

Leader: For all our brothers and sisters in need, esggdta nearly 13 million
children in poverty in our country and the paremt® work hard every
day and still can’t make ends meet, we pray td_tird.

All: Lord, bless your children.

Leader: For ourselves and our community, that we recogydze image in every
child, that we work to bless each child as Jesusom@ed them, and that
your spirit unites us to work for justice, we ptaythe Lord.

All: Lord, bless your children.

Leader: Please offer any other needs that we may praghém....
(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our heatrts.

All: Lord, bless your children.

Closing Prayer

All: God of love, who shelters us like a mother heand welcomes us like a
father, hear the prayers of your Church and grant s today what we
ask of you in faith, we ask this through Christ ourBrother. Amen.
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x_xhj Growth in Faith and Love/Spiritual
7R Renewal
AR 31* Sunday in Ordinary Time,
¥ Year B
e e 0 November 5, 2006

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: My God, my refuge, my shield,
The horn of my salvation, my stronghold!

All: Praised be the Lord, | exclaim, and | am safdrom my enemies.
Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Moses spoke to the people, saying: “Fear the Lyodr God, and keep,
throughout the days of your lives, all his statited commandments
which | enjoin on you, and thus have long life.
Hear then, Israel, and be careful to observe tlieat you may grow and
prosper the more, in keeping with the promise efltbrd, the God of
your fathers, to give you a land flowing with mdkd honey.
“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lordra¢b
Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, wathyour heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your strength.
Take to heart these words which | enjoin on yoayot
The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1 What things do we as a faith community curredtifto promote our faith?

2. Where is God calling us to consider this seniptreading in our meeting tonight?

3. How can this council help the community to gnowpirituality?
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For an ever increasing faith in our loving God wdhetatues and commandments
we hold dear to our hearts, we pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayefsr these prayers and all
those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray to thd.Lo

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer
All: Lord God, your love for us is without boundaries.
May our actions serve you and others with love ankindness.

May your name be always on our lips.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Generous Stewards of our Time, Talent & Treasure
32" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
November 12, 2006

Visual suggestion: Things that people contribotéhe parish — money, time, talents.

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  Loving and Gracious God:
We gather in your presence as a community of believs. We place our trust in you
as we discern your will in our parish community. You secure justice for us, give
food to satisfy our hunger, and set us free. Be psent to us throughout our meeting
today so that we may continue to praise you in ouvords, decisions, and actions.

Scripture Reading: Mark 12:41-44

Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and obskowedthe crowd put money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. cArpwidow also came and put in two
small coins worth a few cents. Calling his disegpto himself, he said to them, “Amen,
| say to you, this poor widow put in more thanth# other contributors to the treasury.
For they have all contributed from their surplusaltle, but she, from her poverty, has
contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Jesus is teaching his disciples about generositow generous are we, as individuals
and as a Pastoral Council, in being good stewardsur time, treasures and talents?
Do we give in the same way that the poor, insigaift widow did?

2. Where is God calling us to consider this seniptreading in our meeting tonight?

As we continue through our meeting, let us remerttsrwe are all called to be good stewards
of all that has been given to us.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That our faith community will always be good andHaul stewards who give
generously to help all who are in need. Let uy poahe Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayefsr these prayers and all those
we hold deep in our hearts, we pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer

All: Gracious God:
You bring forth new life in us as we strive to doyour will. Hear our prayers that
we may always strive to give our best in whateveray we are called. Help us to
be more like the poor widow who reminds us to givlom the very depths of our
being, from our whole livelihood. We ask this thragh Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Change/Creation
33% Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
November 19, 2006

Visual suggestions:  Cross, flowers, Bible, candle
Something that symbolizes change to the group

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: The Lord has done marvelous things. €@®d’s name!
All: The Lord has done marvelous things. Praise &d’s name!
Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord all thetlea

All: The Lord has done marvelous things. Praise &d’s name!
Leader: Let the sea roar and all that fills it.

All: The Lord has done marvelous things. Praise @d’s name!
Leader: Let the hills sing together with joy.

All: The Lord has done marvelous things. Praise @d’s name!
Leader: For God will judge the people with fairaes

All: The Lord has done marvelous things. Praise @d’s name!

(from Psalm 98)

.

7 Scripture Reading: Mark 13:24-32

)

"But in those days after that tribulation the suh be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will be fid§ from the sky, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken.

And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming ie thouds' with great power
and glory, and then he will send out the angelsgatder the elect from the four
winds, from the end of the earth to the end ofsthe

"Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its brabebomes tender and sprouts
leaves, you know that summer is near. In the saay when you see these
things happening, know that he is near, at thesgafenen, | say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all these tkihgve taken place. Heaven and

31



earth will pass away, but my words will not pasagw"But of that day or hour,
no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nostime but only the Father.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What changes have we had to face over the pastageamparish or cluster community?

2. What have we lost and gained as a result of thbaages?

3. Name an area of change that we have handled Wiy can we celebrate that gift?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For those in our parish, community and world wive lin fear of oppression,
aggression or the forces of nature...

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Praise you, Lord,
for the great signs of your power and goodnegsgrround us.
Our world is ever changing;
tides ebb and flow, night and day alternate.
The changes of colors with the seasons increassemse of wonder at your
beautiful works.
Keep us focused on you as we move from familiamtamiliar, old to new. May
the glory of your presence illuminate our way.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Amen.
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The Challenges of Serving in the Kingdom of Christ
Christ the King Sunday, Cycle B
November 26, 2006

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

(You may want to begin with the song “The King a¥é¢, My Shepherd Is.”)

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God of truth,

All:

You challenge us to live lives that are faith-filJegenuine, and holy.

Open our minds and hearts to truth grounded in.love

Help us stand firm as your servants when our faitthallenged,;

guide us in the ways we can serve you to bring apawr kingdom on this earth.
We ask this, under the guidance of the Holy Spimid the Christ who is our King,

Amen.

Scripture Reading: John 18:33b-38

So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summdesus and said to him, "Are you
the King of the Jews?"

Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own og bévers told you about me?"
Pilate answered, "l am not a Jew, am I? Your ovtiona

and the chief priests handed you over to me. Waag lyou done?"

Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong toatbitd.

If my kingdom did belong to this world, my attent&would be fighting

to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.

But as it is, my kingdom is not here."

So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?"

Jesus answered, "You say | am a king.

For this | was born and for this | came into theldioto testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to myedi

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What challenges have you faced in your day-to-dayak you try to bring about the
kingdom of God?

2. What challenges do you see our parish facing astvixe to serve Christ as our king?

3. What are some ways this parish family can testifyné truth and bring about the
kingdom of God in our midst?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
That our church may always testify to the trutiGafd’s love for the world, we
pray:

All: Christ our King, hear our prayer .

(The leader may add prayers that address the st#dgamcerns dealt with in this evening’s
meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Christ our King, hear our prayer .
Closing Prayer

Leader: Sovereign God,
grant us the strength and courage that we, youasts, need
in order to testify to the truth of your love.
Guide and inspire us
so that we might bring your loving kindness,
your Kingdom, to the world around us.
Grant this through the Savior who reigns forever.

All: Amen.
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Reawakening Our Hope
1% Sunday of Advent, Year C
December 3, 2006

Visual suggestion: Things that people contribotéhe parish — money, time, talents

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All:  Loving and Gracious God:
We gather in your presence as a community of believs. We place our trust in you
as we discern your will in our parish community inthis season of Advent. Make
your ways known to us and guide us in your truth.Be present to us throughout our

meeting today so that we may continue to praise yan our words, decisions, and
actions.

Scripture Reading: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, themmand the stars, and on earth nations
will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of 8&a and the waves. People will die of
fright in anticipation of what is coming upon thend, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. And then they will see the Somain coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. But when these signs begin to hapgiamd erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand. Beware thathy@arts do not become drowsy from
carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of lifail and that day catch you by
surprise like a trap. For that day will assaukrgone who lives on the face of the earth.
Be vigilant at all times and pray that you havestrength to escape the tribulations that
are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man."

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing
1. The gospel should reawaken our hope as we begirAthient season. God is truly
present in our world. How do our words and actioeect this hope and confidence
that we have in God and God’s plan for our worl@® we get discouraged from time to
time?
2. Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

As we continue through our meeting, let us remerttiegtrwe are all called to be people of hope
who reflect that hope in all of our words, decisipand actions.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That our faith community will always be hope-filladd accept the responsibility
of living that hope for our world. Let us prayttee Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All: Gracious God:
You bring forth new life in us as we strive to doyour will. Hear our prayers
that we may always strive to be people of hopédelp us to be people who

believe in the promises of God’s eternal presenedgth us. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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God’s Work in Our Community
2" Sunday of Advent, Year B
December 10, 2006

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: We gather together in Jesus’ name.
Abiding in his Spirit, as he abides in the Spifitlee Father,
we pray-
All: Open our hearts that we may hear your LivingWord speaking to us

in this time, in this place.
Scripture Reading: Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11

Leader: There will be two readings tonight.
After each of the readings there will be a timesitént reflection.

A reading from the letter of Patd the Church at Philippi--

| thank my God whenever | think of you, and evemnyet| pray for you all, |
always pray with joy for your partnership in thesgel from the very first day up
to the present. | am quite confident that the @he began a good work in you
will go on completing it until the Day of Jesus @hicomes. God will testify for
me how much | long for you all with the warm longiaf Christ Jesus. It is my
prayer that your love for one another may grow naoreé more with the
knowledge and complete understanding that will lyelp to come to true
discernment, so that you will be innocent and bkeany trace of guilt when the
Day of Christ comes, entirely filled with the frsiibf uprightness through Jesus
Christ, for the glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

Leader: This time you are invited to listen to saene reading from a new
perspective.

A reading from the letter of Patd the Church at
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(The leader proclaims the name of the communitigfpastoral council
and reads the scripture passage a second time)

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

arwnE

How did the meaning shift as you listened to thisspge the second time?

What words or phrases stood out for you?

What sense do you have of a good work that Godgmhing in the Churchof __ ?
(Or) God began a good work in us, are we on trattk wur mission?

Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Confident in the warm longing of Christukesn his name let us pray:
With joy, that our love for one another may grow...
Lord, hear our prayer

For what else shall we pray...

(When all who choose are finished voicing prayéi®)these prayers and all those
we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer

Closing Prayer

Leader:

Men:

Women:

All:

In communion with St. Paul, __ (name thiegm saints of this community), and
all the saints, we pray:

Ever-Creating God,
you who have begun this good work in us, contimueamplete it.

Christ Jesus,

We are your partners in the gospel,

keep us ever mindful of your Good News.
Holy Spirit,

You deepen us in the love of God

that we might truly discern what is of value.

Blessed are you, God of Glory, God of Praise,
forever and ever! Amen.
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Our Life of Prayer
3" Sunday of Advent, Year C
December 17, 2006

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: As we gather together today we are minaffour baptismal call to spread the
message of Christ by word and example.

All: Lord, help us to rejoice always in your love
and help us to share that love with others.

Scripture Reading: Philippians 4:4-7

Brother and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord alwalyshall say it again: rejoice!
Your kindness should be known to all. The Lordesr.

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by praged petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. nTthe peace of God that
surpasses all understanding will guard your heartsminds in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing

What issues cause anxiety in our community?
What needs should our community bring to prayer?

Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting tonight?
What can our council do to help the parish in itayer life?
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That prayers of thanksgiving be always on ous, lige pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That we continue to seek peace througltg)ste pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That our worshipping community continusupport the poor and those
in need, we pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray é¢oLibrd.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

Lord, source of love, hope and compassion, heaur prayers.

Send the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to the comig of your Son,
Jesus Christ. May Jesus, the Prince of Peace, bevays in our hearts
and in our lives. Amen.
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Waiting/Peace
4" Sunday of Advent, Year C
December 24, 2006

. . . ,/""{,_ ?Q}\
Visual suggestions: AOAESh N
Small Nativity set / f,-"l.:vj-l\:_i;}_I-l'.ll '-
Candle (or Advent wreath) |' , FaNin
Bible . "’/,f? |
\ [ = j

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

O Bethlehem from you shall come forth mnamise of peace!

O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth our pomise of peace!
The One whose origin is from ancient days.

O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth our pomise of peace!
The One who will come to feed his flock.

O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth our pomise of peace!
The One in whom we shall all be secure.

O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth our pomise of peace

(from Micah 5)

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39-45

During those days Mary set out and traveled tdtheountry in haste to
a town of Judah, where she entered the house bfaziab and greeted
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infaapézl in her womb, and
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out & loud voice and said,
"Most blessed are you among women, and blessée isuit of your
womb. And how does this happen to me, that théneraif my Lord
should come to me? For at the moment the sougdwfgreeting
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leapeddpr Blessed are you
who believed that what was spoken to you by thel keould be fulfilled.”

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What do I find myself longing for and waiting fdrthis time?

2. As a parish, what are we longing for and waiting?fo

3. As we meet tonight, how are we aware of cooperatirggod’s life giving plan for God’s
people?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.
We pray for those in our community who feel estethfom God and who feel
unable to join us in our liturgies at this timevees wait for the birth of our Savior.
We pray to the Lord...
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Lord our God,
Creator of dreams and author of peace,

Be with our community of faith as we patiently atséie birth of your Son, Jesus.
May our time of waiting be one of compassion testhon need as we prepare our
hearts for your wonderful gift.
We make our prayer in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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Following the Light of Christ
Epiphany, Year C
January 7, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

(You may want to invite the group to sing “We Thik@egs” or simply listen to a good
recording of it.)

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God of all peoples,

All:

You announced the mystery of Your Son’s incarnation

through the light of a star visible to all whoseafts searched for it.
Let that star shine brightly in our own time

so that we might focus our hearts and lives

upon him who is the Light of the World.

We ask this through the One

who willingly joined his divinity to our humanity,

Amen

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Rise up in splendor! Your light has come, the glofrthe Lord shines upon you.

See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds tloe peoples;

but upon you the Lord shines, and over you apgdaarglory.

Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by ya@lining radiance.

Raise your eyes and look about; they all gathercamae to you: your sons come from
afar, and your daughters in the arms of their raurse

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, yourtsdall throb and overflow, for the
riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,

the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.

Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries fididian and Ephah; All from Sheba
shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and anoahg the praises of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. How have you experienced the light of Christ dutimg Christmas season within your
home and in our parish?

2. Who are the Magi who have led you/us to followlitjie of Christ in your/our life?

3. What are some of the distractions that can diveti/ys along the way from following
Christ, our Light?

4. What are some ways you think we can continue tesfattention (personally and in our
parish) on Christ?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That the church may always have the courageregadphe light of Christ
to the nations, we pray:

All: Lord, our light, hear our prayer.

(The Leader may add prayers that address the std#ip@ncerns dealt with in this
evening’s meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, our light, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer

Leader: God of the nations,
let your light shine upon your people.
Guide the hearts of all peoples to turn to you
so that all nations may truly walk by your light
and bring about justice and peace on this earth
to your radiant glory.
We ask this in the name of the One who is our Lagitt our Hope.

All: Amen.
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An Abundance of Spiritual Gifts within the Community
2" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
January 14, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God our Creator,
we proclaim your marvelous deeds.

All: Jesus our Savior,
we bless your name.

Leader: Holy Spirit, the giver of life,
we respond to your presence among and within us.

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Brothers and sisters:
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts bbetsame Spirit;
there are different forms of service but the sarmel |
there are different workings but the same God
who produces all of them in everyone.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit
is given for some benefit.
To one is given through the Spirit the expressiowiedom;

to another, the expression of knowledge accortlirtbe same Spirit;

to another, faith by the same Spirit;
to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit;
to another, mighty deeds;
to another, prophecy;
to another, discernment of spirits;
to another, varieties of tongues;
to another, interpretation of tongues.
But one and the same Spirit produces all of these
distributing them individually to each person aswishes.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection
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Discussion Starter for Faith Sharing

We are all parts of the Body of Christ and essémtiduilding up Christ's Church. Pass
a Bible around to each person in turn. All pastarauncil members are invited to share
aloud a spiritual gift they recognize in the perduaiding the bible.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That, as leaders in our community, we may recgrencourage and
affirm the spiritual gifts of all of our parismers, we pray:

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Gracious God,

may we always recognize the abundant ways yoa gdted us
so that this, your community, may carry out youssion

to the poor, prisoners, the hungry, the brokesrtiee

and all in need of our love and care.

We ask this in the name of Jesus our brother.

Amen.
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Jesus’ Mission and our Mission
3" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
January 21, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Merciful God, you call us to share in tife df Christ,
you fill us with the power of your Spirit.

All: Open our hearts
that we may worthily and fittingly proclaim your Ho ly Word.

Scripture Reading: Luke 4: 14-21

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirituraed to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding cqunitte began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone. WheminetcaNazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on thleaffaday, as was his

custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll optphet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place whereai$ written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because hedrasnted me to bring good
news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captindsecovery of sight to the
blind,

to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the pé#ne Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to themdant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on hithe. said to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in youraheg.”

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. In this passage Jesus proclaims his mission. \ghtae mission of those who are
followers of Jesus?
2. Is there a particular phrase of Jesus’ missionesta¢nt that especially speaks to you?

3. Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting tonight?
4. In what ways do you feel led to move this proclaomanto action?



Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: With confidence that our God will lead adulfillment,

let us offer our prayers now-

Lord God, release us from all that bars us framlibe in you.
All: Lord, hear our prayer

Leader: For what else shall we pray...
(When all who choose are finished voicing pray&s}hese prayers and all those
we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Closing Prayer

Leader: God of Mercies,
you have born us into a world filled with youiage
and made us to live out your tender caring.
Strengthen us with your spirit.

Women: God Incarnate,
born into our struggles
you lived and died that we might know the goodsef our redemption.
Teach us how to care for one another.

Men: God Most Holy,
you are our confirmation as we journey togeth&r ivholeness.
You give us the power to pray:

All: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us,
because God has anointed us to bring good news teetpoor.
God has sent us to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppessed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

All glory and praise be your, O God.
Amen.
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Faith, Hope and Love
4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
January 28, 2007

LIVE OM IN MY LOVE.

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Lord God, you bestow all good things upsn delp us to use your gifts
wisely and fruitfully. May we be always mindful edch other’'s God-
given gifts, respect them and encourage them.

All: Amen.
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual giftsut Bshall show you a still
more excellent way. If | speak in human and argeingues but do not
have love, | am a resounding gong or a clashingoagymAnd if | have the
gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries dhkinmwledge; if |
have all faith so as to move mountains but do ageHove, | am nothing.
If I give away everything | own, and if | hand mgdy over so that | may
boast but do not have love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealolsye is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seeloit interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not brood over injury, it doesraice over
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bealtglangs, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Logeer fails. If there are
prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; if gores, they will cease; if
knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For wedkv partially and we
prophesy partially, but when the perfect comesptirtéial will pass away.

When | was a child, | used to talk as a child, ikras a child, reason as a
child; when | became a man, | put aside childishgh At present we see
indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to fadt present | know
partially; then | shall know fully, as | am fullynbwn. So faith, hope, love
remain, these three; but the greatest of thesweés |

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
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Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. What is the hope of this council as we begin 20077
2. How do we express our faith in Christ’s love foP us
3. Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

4. How can this council be an example of faith, hope @ve as it considers the future of
the community?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
For an increase in faith as we go out into thedyave pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: For an increase in love as we walk ambagéd in need of love, we pray
to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: For an increase in hope as we encountse tibo have lost hope, we

pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&®) these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray éoLibrd.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All: Lord God, we place our prayers and needs befa you.
Increase our steadfast love for you

and make us always aware of your loving presence amg us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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God’s Invitation, Taking Risks, Trusting in God
5" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
February 4, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: In the sight of the angels | will sing yguaises, Lord.

All: In the sight of the angels | will sing your paises, Lord.

Leader: | will give thanks to you, O Lord, with atly heart.

All: In the sight of the angels | will sing your paises, Lord.

Leader: I will worship at your holy temple and gitenks to your name.
All: In the sight of the angels | will sing your paises, Lord.

Leader: When | called, you answered me; you bgpilstnength within me.
All: In the sight of the angels | will sing your graises, Lord.

(from Psalm 138)
Scripture Reading: Luke 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and lisgeto the word of God, he
was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He savbbats there alongside the
lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washeir nets. Getting into
one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, kedakim to put out a short
distance from the shore. Then he sat down andtahg crowds from the boat.

After he had finished speaking, he said to Simé&ut‘out into deep water and
lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in repMaster, we have worked hard
all night and have caught nothing, but at your c@ndnl will lower the nets.”
When they had done this, they caught a great nupfldesh and their nets were
tearing. They signaled to their partners in theeoboat to come to help them.
They came and filled both boats so that the boate \w danger of sinking.

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the kneeesfis and said, “Depart from
me, Lord for | am a sinful man.” For astonishmatthe catch of fish they had
made seized him and all those with him, and likewiames and John, the sons of
Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus s&uhton, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.” When theplght their boats to the
shore, they left everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing
1. “Put out into deep water and lower your nets focach.” When has God called
you to do something that seemed difficult, maylea enpossible? What was the
result?

2. When has our community been called to take a mskteust in God’s support?
How are we being called to “put out into deep watgght now?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our praysrd our needs.

For those people in our lives who have invitedau®llow Jesus and
served as our teachers and guides, we pray:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts, we praiéo_ord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader: Put out into deep water and lower your fagta catch.
All: With your help, we will do as you ask.

Leader: Do not be afraid; from now on you will lahing men.
All: With your help, we will do as you ask.

For you are our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Seeing as God Sees
6™ Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
February 11, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Gracious God,

All:

Scripture Reading: Luke 6:17, 20-26

you challenge our assumptions and expectationgeay éurn.
Keep our minds and hearts open to your wisdom.
Through your Spirit, help us to see as you do

and let us see you in each person we meet,

particularly those who are in need, rejected ocasit

We ask this, as we ask all things, in the nameoaf Bon.

Amen. Blessed are
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And he came down with them and stood on a strdttdwvel ground. A great crowd of

his disciples and a large number of the people fatidudea and Jerusalem and the
coastal region of Tyre and Sidon came to hear mdita be healed of their diseases; and
even those who were tormented by unclean spirite wered. Everyone in the crowd
sought to touch him because power came forth frimsmamd healed them all.

And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:

"Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom ofl & yours.

Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you wilsbésfied.

Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you ailigh.

Blessed are you when people hate you, and wheretteyde and insult you,
and denounce your name as evil on account of theoEdan.

Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, yoeward will be great in heaven.
For their ancestors treated the prophets in the saay.

But woe to you who are rich, for you have receiyedr consolation.

But woe to you who are filled now, for you will Ibeingry.

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve andep.

Woe to you when all speak well of you,

for their ancestors treated the false prophetsigwray.”

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1.

2.

In this Gospel, Jesus heals every person who ctortfém. Are we a community that is
welcoming and healing for all who come to us? HoMGw can we do this better?

Do we see blessing in those who are poor, who angty in their bodies and their
spirits, in those who mourn, in the rejected? Himwe support these folk? How do we
learn from them about God?

What actions can this council take to heal wouhds have occurred in our community?
What actions can we take to serve the poor anditmgry, to help those who mourn for
the condition of the world as well as out of thewn loss, for those who are more easily
dealt with by excluding them?

What warnings can we take from this Gospel pastaafewill guard our decisions this
evening?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

All:

For the leaders of the universal church, ourekec our region, and our parish:
may they always attend to the needs of the podfestyeakest, the most fragile
among us, we pray:

Healing Lord, hear our prayer.

(The leader may add prayers that address the st#dgamcerns dealt with in this evening’s
meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&et us offer the prayer that
our Lord has taught us “Our Father....”

Closing Prayer

Leader: God of all consolation and goodness,

All:

you have blessed us richly with our faith and wathny material goods.
Rouse us from our complacency

and help us to remember that all we have is drgiftt you.

Through your Holy Spirit,

guide us that we might see the poor among us theill many faces.

In seeing them and caring for them, let us touah yo

We ask this through Jesus, our teacher and healer.

Amen.
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Love Your Enemies
7" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
February 18, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Lord, source of all love, help us to caltke other friend
and make those who are enemies to be neighbors.

All: May our hearts be open to the Spirit as we cme together as a priestly people
contemplating God'’s love for all creation.

Scripture Reading: Luke 6:27-38

"But to you who hear | say, love your enemies, dodgto those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who easirou.

To the person who strikes you on one cheek, dfifeiother one as well, and from
the person who takes your cloak, do not withholeneyour tunic. Give to
everyone who asks of you, and from the one whostaltet is yours do not
demand it back. Do to others as you would havettie to you. For if you love
those who love you, what credit is that to youZersinners love those who love
them. And if you do good to those who do goodda,ywhat credit is that to
you? Even sinners do the same. If you lend mémélyose from whom you
expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Esmeners lend to sinners, and
get back the same amount. But rather, love yoemges and do good to them,
and lend expecting nothing back; then your rewaiidoe great and you will be
children of the Most High, for he himself is kimlthe ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as also your Father is mercifiitop judging and you will not
be judged. Stop condemning and you will not bedeamed. Forgive and you
will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given y@mu; a good measure, packed
together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be q@olinto your lap. For the
measure with which you measure will in return bexsuged out to you."

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What issues might be causing tension in the contygnanthe council?
2. How does the council deal with tension?
3. Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That all people resolve their differences andgfarm their lives, we pray
to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

That each of us use our God-given giftaénlove and service of others,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for ourselves, that our love fod@ad each other be strong and
an example to the world, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all who choose are finished offering prayEor these prayers and

all those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray éoLibrd.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

Mighty God, source of all love and goodness,

we offer all our prayers and needs to you.

Be always close to us as we continue on our journédyough life.
Never let us be parted from your love.

We ask this through Christ out Lord. Amen
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Meeting Obstacles/Lent
1% Sunday in Lent, Cycle C
February 25, 2007

Visual suggestions:  Bowl of sand, rocks, candlé]&ipicture of desert scene or Christ’s
temptations

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Teach us your ways, O Lord, that we may wayour truth.
All: Teach us your ways, O Lord, that we may walkn your truth.
Leader: Give us undivided hearts, Lord, to praiseryname.

All: Teach us your ways, O Lord, that we may walkn your truth.
Leader: You, Lord, are merciful and gracious.

All: Teach us your ways, O Lord, that we may walkn your truth.
Leader: Give your strength to your servants.

All: Teach us your ways, O Lord, that we may walkn your truth.

(from Psalm 86)
Scripture Reading: Luke 4:1-13

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned frone thordan and was led by the
Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tenaplg the devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and when they were over he wagri.

The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of Godinmand this stone to become
bread." Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'Ooesdhot live by bread alone.™

Then he took him up and showed him all the kingdofrthe world in a single
instant. The devil said to him, "I shall give towall this power and their glory;
for it has been handed over to me, and | may git@whomever | wish. All this
will be yours, if you worship me." Jesus said tm Im reply, "It is written: "You
shall worship the Lord, your God, and him alondlsf@u serve."

Then he led him to Jerusalem, made him stand opatapet of the temple, and
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw ysmif down from here, for it is
written: 'He will command his angels concerning ytmuguard you,' and: "With
their hands they will support you, lest you dashnfoot against a stone." Jesus
said to him in reply, "It also says, 'You shall pot the Lord, your God, to the
test.™

When the devil had finished every temptation, hgadeed from him for a time.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What parts of my life do | need to look at in ortieserve better as a true Christian
leader?

2. What are the stumbling blocks for our parish orstér as we try to be a united
community?

3. What are we trying to cling to that prevents usrfravorking in better harmony with
others in our planning group?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For wisdom and strength for our Pastoral Countedf twvhen faced with the
difficulties, jealousies, and fears that changedmsj we may be able to do what is
good and true. We pray to the Lord...
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Lord God,
our Guide on the journey,
as we walk the path of leadership in this community
may we know your presence with us always
as did our ancestors of faith who walked before us.
May we have the strength to keep going when thie patomes difficult and
challenging.
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Transfiguration and the Journey to the Cross
2" Sunday of Lent, Year C
March 4, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: You are God’s chosen Son, the one transfigon the mountain.

All: We praise you, Jesus our Christ.

Leader: You are God’s chosen Son, the one who gyachto Jerusalem, suffered
and died for our sake.

All: We praise you, Jesus our Christ.

Leader: You are God’s chosen Son who calls us bngglisten to your Word in

Scripture, to glimpse your presence in one anotret,to share in the
leadership of your church.
All: We praise you, Jesus our Christ.

Scripture Reading: Luke 9:28b-36

Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went upotir@aim to pray. While he
was praying his face changed in appearance aradtisng became dazzling
white. And behold, two men were conversing withhhMoses and Elijah, who
appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus thatdsegeing to accomplish in
Jerusalem.

Peter and his companions had been overcome by, fleepecoming fully awake,
they saw his glory and the two men standing with.hiAs they were about to part
from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is gtiad we are here; let us make
three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and on&lifah.” But he did not know
what he was saying.

While he was still speaking, a cloud came and aastadow over them, and they
became frightened when they entered the cloudn Tioen the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my chosen Son; listehita.” After the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. They fell siledtdaeh not at that time tell
anyone what they had seen.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Jesus was transfigured in appearance while at pray®hen has my prayer
transfigured me or transfigured the way | look giaticular situation?

2. In Luke’s gospel Jesus’ transfiguration immediataigcedes his journeying to
Jerusalem, a path that will lead to his sufferinglaleath. Why and how are the
transfiguration and the cross connected?

3. How does this gospel passage relate to the wonkielo tonight?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.
For all those who suffer from injustice and th@ence of others, we pray.
All: Lord, hear our prayer
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer
Closing Prayer

All: God our Father, we seek to listen to your Sodesus and to follow him
as his disciples. May we bring his good news &l we meet. Amen.
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Fruitful Growth
3" Sunday of Lent, Year C
March 11, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Lord God, source of all life and growthlphes to live lives of mercy,
compassion and forgiveness as we work together
to spread the Good News of your love to others.

All: Through your guidance may our efforts this evening be fruitful
and help our community to move forward in growth.

Scripture Reading: Luke 13:1-9

At that time some people who were present thetklesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood eidrtlsacrifices. He said to
them in reply, "Do you think that because thesdl&ails suffered in this way
they were greater sinners than all other GalileaBgho means! But | tell you, if
you do not repent, you will all perish as they didl those eighteen people who
were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on theto-you think they were more
guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalelgy?no means! But | tell you, if
you do not repent, you will all perish as they didnd he told them this parable:
"There once was a person who had a fig tree plantew orchard, and when he
came in search of fruit on it but found none, hid sathe gardener, 'For three
years now | have come in search of fruit on tigsfiee but have found none. So
cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?' dd&d to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it
for this year also, and | shall cultivate the grd@nound it and fertilize it; it may
bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut itvado.™

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. What are the fruits of this council since last?all
2. What can we do to be a more fruitful council?

3. Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For all people of goodwill, that they continuerépent for wrongdoings
and put their faith in the mercy of the Lord, wayto the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who lead the church and this aomityn that they be guided by
Jesus the savior of the world, we pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all who choose are finished offering pray&im)these

prayers and all those we hold deep in our heartgrase to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

Lord God, Creator of the universe,

we give you thanks and praise for the many gifts yohave given us.
Be our protection and our help in whatever we do ath wherever we go.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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Reconciliation and Renewal in Christ
4™ Sunday in Lent, Year C
March 18, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: O God of all creation,

All:

you are constantly at work in our world,

renewing, refreshing and reconciling all of creatio yourself.
Enable us, your servants, to assist you in youkwor

Use us as instruments of your vision.

Bring about healing and peace through our efforts

until we are One in you forever.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

So whoever is in Christ is a new creation:

the old things have passed away;

behold, new things have come.

And all this is from God,

who has reconciled us to himself through Christ

and given us the ministry of reconciliation,

namely, God was reconciling the world to himselCinrist,
not counting their trespasses against them

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God weyeading through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciledsod.
For our sake he made him to be sin who did not ksiow
so that we might become the righteousness of Gadrn

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. During the past month, how has God used you asv@dmasador, inviting people to be
reconciled with each other and with God throughryeifiorts?

2. What areas in our community (church or larger) @ yhink need reconciliation? What
specific things do you think you/we can do?

3. How can we, as the pastoral council, become a mofde&lconciliation for our faith
community, especially during this holy season aitReHow do you think this could
affect the parish?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
That the church be ever open to the workingsieiHoly Spirit, we pray:
All: Forgiving Lord, hear our prayer.

(The leader may add prayers that address the st#dgamncerns dealt with in this evening’s
meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all who choose are finished offering pray&ve offer you these prayers
and all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Forgiving Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader: Let us say tHerayer of St. Francisogether
(Or sing “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”)

All: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
Where there is injury, pardon,

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning, that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life Amen.
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The Desert/New Life
5" Sunday of Lent, Year C
March 25, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: The desert is the habitat where we are aveste of our need for water.
On the spiritual journey, the desert is the habita¢re we grow aware of just
how much we need the grace of God.

O God of Infinite Mercies,
You are the wellspring of our desire.

All: Open our hearts that we may receive the Wordf Life.
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 43:18-21

Remember not the events of the past, the thinggngfago consider not;
see, | am doing something new!

Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
In the desert | make a way; in the wastelandysive

Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches,

for | put water in the desert and rivers in thestigiand for my chosen people to drink,
the people whom | formed for myself, that they mignnounce my praise.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Questions for Silent Reflection and Faith Sharing

The leader allows some time in silence for the iegtb settle in, then slowly, thoughtfully poses
the following invitation:

Leader: Take a moment to let the Holy Spirit remyod of a time when you were in the
desert--perhaps it was a time when your life seewiketly out of control... or
when happiness was dried up by depression or paim.a.time when you felt
completely at a loss...Recall a time when you readlgded God....

Now recall moving out of that time....
Do you have a sense of God making a way for yolenewing your spirit....
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After a time in silence, the leader initiates thmed for faith sharing:

Leader: I invite anyone who would like to shareaivit was like to recall this experience
to please do so.

When all who wish to share have had a chance teodthe leader begins the intercessory
prayers.

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: Lord God, | thank you for all the times yaave made a way to bring new life
into my life when | thought there was no way.
Help us to notice the new life emerging in us §odar this we pray to the Lord...
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: For what else shall we pray...
(When all who choose are finished voicing pray@isgt we may have vision to
notice when God is working to bring about a nemghin our parish community,
we pray to the Lord...
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
For these prayers and all those we hold deep imeants...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting: Psalm 421-2, 7-8

All: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my st longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come to behold the face of God?

Deep calls to deep at the thunder of your catar#s;
all your waves and your billows have gone over me
By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,

at night his song is with me,

a prayer to the God of my life.

Amen.
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Humble Service
Palm Sunday, Year C
April 1, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Open wide the doors and gates.

All: Lift high the ancient portals. The King of glory enters.
Leader: Who is the king of glory?

All: He is God the mighty Lord. (Psalm 24:9)

Scripture Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of Godndidregard equality with God
something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied hintaking the form of a slave,
coming in human likeness; and found human in agrea;, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death cross. Because of this,
God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him theentdat is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should béttthse in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue confesgéisas Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1.

2.

How do we as a council empty ourselves and becemargs of God and God’s people?
Who are some of the greatest servants of God thakgow?
Where is God calling us to consider this scriptrgading in our meeting tonight?

How can we become greater servants of our commasitywhole?
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For all who serve others in any capacity, thayttio so humbly and with
loving kindness. We pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer
All: Good and Gracious God,

it is through your Son Jesus that we learn
the meaning of true love and service.

May we always follow in the footsteps of Christ. Aen
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Resurrection/New Life/Hope
Easter Sunday
April 8, 2007

Visual suggestions: Flowers, candle, Bible

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Alleluia, give thanks to the Lord, callGond’'s name!
All: Alleluia, give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name!
Leader: Make known God’s deeds among the peoples.

All: Alleluia, give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name!
Leader: Sing to God! Sing praises to God!

All: Alleluia, give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name!
Leader: Glory in God’s holy name.

All: Alleluia, give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name!

(from Psalm 105)
Scripture Reading: John 20:1-9

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala camée tomb early in the
morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stoesoved from the tomb.

So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the dibaple whom Jesus loved,
and told them, "They have taken the Lord from tmali, and we don't know
where they put him."

So Peter and the other disciple went out and cartfeettomb. They both ran, but
the other disciple ran faster than Peter and atrateéhe tomb first; he bent down
and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.

When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went inetdmb and saw the burial
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered hasl heot with the burial cloths but
rolled up in a separate place.

Then the other disciple also went in, the one wéxd &rrived at the tomb first, and
he saw and believed. For they did not yet undedstiae scripture that he had to
rise from the dead.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Where do we seek and find our Lord?
2. How does it help me to know that Jesus is risem fitte dead?

3. As a pastoral council when or where do we give aglg when things get difficult?
What might an act of faith in God’s promise of riggvlook like for us?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.

For those in leadership positions in our churcht they may continue to
proclaim the good news of the risen Jesus in alf #ay and do, we pray to the

Lord...
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer
Leader: Risen Jesus,
at this time we meet you at the tomb with its mae®of fear and suffering.

Grant that we may also come to delight with joydaur risen presence, here.

All: Amen.
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Faith and Doubt
2" Sunday of Easter, Year C
April 15, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Christ our savior, you call us to forgithers.
All: My Lord and my God!

Leader: Christ our brother, you offer us life inugysmame.
All: My Lord and my God!

Leader: Christ our friend, you give us the Holyr&pi
All: My Lord and my God!

Scripture Reading: John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, whHendoors were locked, where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesuscam stood in their midst and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had #as, he showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced whewy slaw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Fatheskbatme, so | send you.” And
when he had said this, he breathed on them andsthém, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven themg whose sins you retain are
retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, waswitit them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples said to him, “We rsen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails infaads and put my finger into the
nail marks and put my hand into his side, | wilt believe.” Now a week later

his disciples were again inside and Thomas wastvém. Jesus came, although
the doors were locked, and stood in their midstsaid, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here aednsy hands, and bring your
hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbilg but believe.” Thomas
answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!sukesaid to him, “Have you
come to believe because you have seen me? Blasséibse who have not seen
and have believed.”
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presencesdaisciples that are not
written in this book. But these are written thatiymay come to believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that girolis belief you may have life
in his name.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Have there been times in your own life when yow lveavered in faith? What or
who encouraged you to believe?

2. How can our community embrace those who are stimigdb believe in Christ or
to follow his path as disciples?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

For our young people, that they might find hopd aupport in our
Catholic community, we pray.

All, Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...
(When all those who choose are finished offeprayers) For these
prayers and all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All: Good and gracious God,
we ask you to increase our faith and help us tonitate Christ more

closely so that others will be drawn to a life ofdith and discipleship.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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The Courage to Witness
3rd Sunday of Easter, Year C
April 22, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Good and gracious God,

All:

your loving actions proclaim you our Creator, Redeeand Sanctifier.
Help our actions and our words give witness

to the good you have done for us and for all people

in all places and throughout all time.

Give us the courage and strength we need

to bear the name “Christian”

and to become the example of Christ

in our homes, schools, and workplaces each day.

We ask this through the one who loved us to hishdea

and brought us to new life.

Amen.

Scripture Reading: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41

When they had brought them in and made them stefuldbthe Sanhedrin, the high
priest questioned them, "We gave you strict or@eicswe not?) to stop teaching in that
name. Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your béag and want to bring this man's
blood upon us."

But Peter and the apostles said in reply, "We rabhey God rather than men.

The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, though giim killed by hanging him on a
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as leaddrsavior to grant Israel repentance and
forgiveness of sins. We are witnesses of thesgshias is the Holy Spirit that God has
given to those who obey him."

After recalling the apostles, they had them floggedered them to stop speaking in the
name of Jesus, and dismissed them.

So they left the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejgithat they had been found worthy to
suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. Andlail long, both at the temple and in their
homes, they did not stop teaching and proclaimiegMessiah, Jesus.

The Word of the LordThanks be to God.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. How boldly do you proclaim your faith to your calgues and friends? If you were
arrested today, what would be the evidence thatayewa Christian?

2. What are some of the things that prevent you/us froting in a way that is clearly a
Christian manner?

3. How could an outsider know that this pastoral cauwas about the work of Christ?

4. What are some of the ways, other than prayer, ilchwye can express our faith during
our meeting tonight?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That church leaders and all the baptized follbevéxample of the apostles and
live in a way that defines us clearly as followef<hrist, we pray:

All: Christ, our Lord, hear our prayer.

(The leader may add prayers that address the st#dgamncerns dealt with in this evening’s
meeting.)

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Christ, our Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader: God of all forgiveness,
be merciful on us for the times when our couragefaged us
and we have acted in a way that is less than Grist
Send your Holy Spirit to enliven our faith, streimgh our resolve,
and increase the fortitude we need to live your 8Vor
Grant this through the One in whose name we live.

All: Amen.
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The Good Shepherd
4" Sunday of Easter, Year C
April 29, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

The format of this week’s prayer combines silefitection on the Scripture reading and faith
sharing with intercessory prayers. The leader se@dmnake sure that it is clear to everyone
how the flow of the prayer will progress.

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Lord Jesus,
we thank you for gathering us together here tanig
to listen to your Word, to listen to and with baither.

All: Good Shepherd, guide us in our prayer.

Leader: The flow of our prayer tonight will go likieis.
| will proclaim the gospel reading. There will adrief period of silence to rest
in God’s Word. Then | will repeat the reading, aeaitence at a time. Each
sentence is followed by silence. Out of that siteflection anyone who wishes
to speak a comment or prayer of intercession igdd\to do so.
This pattern--the sentence from Scripture--silerspmken prayer--is repeated
until we complete the passage, then I'll offer@saohg prayer.

Scripture Reading: John 10: 27-30

Jesus said:

“My sheep hear my voice;
| know them, and they follow me.

| give them eternal life, and they shall nevergier

No one can take them out of my hand.

My Father, who has given them to me, is greaten i,
and no one can take them out of the Fatheris.ha

The Father and | are one.”

*The leader might model the flow in this way. Afteg passage is read in its entirety and there is
a silent pause, she or he continues:

Jesus said:
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“My sheep hear my voice; | know them and theydalime.
Silent Reflection...
| know that sometimes | hear God calling me to gpelittle time in prayer, but | brush
God off because I'm busy and want to get sometdome. Holy Spirit, help me to stop
and really listen when | hear your voice...

When the passage is completed and all prayers spthe leader concludes:

Leader: For these prayers and all those we hold oheeur hearts, we pray to the Lord.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting:

All: O God of Mercies,
hold us safely in your care this night.
Tender Shepherd,
may we take our rest beside you, never far from yagwoice.
Holy Spirit of Eternal Life,
abide in us,
now, and forever.
Amen.

76



Hospitality
5" Sunday of Easter, Year C
May 6, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God of us all, we can do nothing withoui.yo
Your love sustains us and protects us in all treatie.

All: Be with us as we come together and use our @egiven gifts
to discern the many issues put before us this evej.

Scripture Reading: John 13:31-33, 34-35
When Judas had left them, Jesus said, "Now is ¢éineoEMan glorified, and God
is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, & will also glorify him in
himself, and he will glorify him at once. My chikeh, | will be with you only a
little while longer. You will look for me, and agold the Jews, 'Where | go you
cannot come,’ so now | say it to you. | give yaueaw commandment: love one
another. As | have loved you, so you also shoote lone another. This is how
all will know that you are my disciples, if you halove for one another.”
The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
a) How does this community show its love to strangers?
b) How does this community show compassion towardsdbe?

c) Where is God calling us to consider this scripttgading in our meeting tonight?

d) What can our council do to make our community mgkEoming?
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That we continue to reach out to those who artheriringes of society
and of our church by showing our loving kindnesalatimes. We pray to
the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts, we pray éoLibrd.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All:

Good and gracious God,

we ask your blessing upon our efforts to reach oub others.
Help us to live up to our baptismal call

to spread the love of Christ to all those we encoter. Amen.
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Need for Peace and Reconciliation/How We Relate Tether as a Team
6™ Sunday of Easter, Year C
May 13, 2007

Visual suggestions: Candle with holder with symladlgined hands
Photographs of parish activities around centratitean
Bible

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Peace | leave with you, my peace | giwota
All: Peace | leave with you, my peace | give tooy.
Leader: Do not let your hearts be troubled oridfra
All: Peace | leave with you, my peace | give tooy.
Leader: | am going away and | will come back to.yo
All: Peace | leave with you, my peace | give tooy.
Leader: If you loved me you would rejoice.

All: Peace | leave with you, my peace | give tooy.

(from John 14)
Scripture Reading: John 14:23-29

Jesus answered and said to him, "Whoever lovesithkeep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him anéke our dwelling with him.
Whoever does not love me does not keep my wordshgevord you hear is not
mine but that of the Father who sent me.

"l have told you this while | am with you. The Aabate, the Holy Spirit that the

Father will send in my name, will teach you evenmythand remind you of all that

| told you. Peace | leave with you; my peace kg you. Not as the world

gives do | give it to you. Do not let your heaststroubled or afraid.

You heard me tell you, 'l am going away and | widime back to you." If you loved me,
you would rejoice that | am going to the Father;tfee Father is greater than I. And now
| have told you this before it happens, so thatwih@appens you may believe.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. What causes the hearts of our parishioners to belied or afraid?

2. How do the ministries of our parish guide the trlmabor afraid to the peace of Jesus?

3. Where is there a need for more peace in our refatigps within the community? How
can the council be a model of Jesus’ peace?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
We pray for those in our families, communities anid world who feel far from
peace, may their suffering be eased, may they ¢orkeow new light and new
hope, we pray to the Lord ...
Lord, hear our prayer.

Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Risen Jesus,
You offer us precious peace through your life-givBpirit. May we as a parish
community open our hearts to embrace that gifty Ma become ever more
peaceful people as we speak to, listen to, ancsmre another.

Amen.
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That All May be One
7" Sunday of Easter, Year C
May 20, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: We gather in Jesus’ name

And join our prayer to his.

Scripture Reading: John 17:20-26

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying:
“Holy Father, | pray not only for them,

but also for those who will believe in me throubkir word,

so that they may all be one,

as you, Father, are in me and I in you,

that they also may be in us,

that the world may believe that you sent me.
And | have given them the glory you gave me,

so that they may be one, as we are one,

I in them and you in me,

that they may be brought to perfection as one,

that the world may know that you sent me,

and that you loved them even as you loved me.
Father, they are your gift to me.
| wish that where | am they also may be with me,

that they may see my glory that you gave me,

because you loved me before the foundation ofvibréd.
Righteous Father, the world also does not know you,

but I know you, and they know that you sent me.
| made known to them your name and | will makeniown,

that the love with which you loved me

may be in them and | in them.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Jesus prays that his future disciples may havegifi@f unity. What are the signs
of unity in our community?

2. Where are we divided? Where do we need to graagaur love for one
another can help others to believe that God lohest, too?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.

For an end to polarization in our church so thatmay more effectively
bring the good news of Jesus to others, we pray:

All: That we may all be one.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: That we may all be one.
Closing Prayer
All: Gracious God,

Jesus calls us your gift to him.

May your love be in us and be reflected in the wawe live our lives.
Amen.

82



Renew Us with Your Spirit
Pentecost, Year C
May 27, 2007

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when our hearts are heavy anspaits full of sorrow.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when we are tired from our lahondsare in need of rest.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the fae of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when we become trapped by ouesses or see all our efforts fail.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when we become isolated from ethen and fail to acknowledge each
as brother or sister in you.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us to pursue peace in time of war.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when we take your gifts for grd@ind plunder the earth for our own
gain.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Leader: Renew us when we lose the sense thatengoar beloved ones, joint heirs with
Christ.

All: O God, send down your Spirit and renew the &ce of the earth.

Scripture Reading: Romans 8:14-17

For those who are led by the Spirit of God aredekih of God.

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to tadick into fear,

but you received a spirit of adoption, through whiee cry, "Abba, Father!"

The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirittthage are children of God,

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and jdiairs with Christ, if only we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Do you truly believe you are an adopted child ofidélow have you experienced the
“spirit of adoption” given to you at baptism?

2. When have you most felt like a child of God? Howthé influenced your life—your
relationship with others, your chosen path, youtiaties?

3. How is God calling you to renewal in the Spirit?ow do you experience the Spirit
leading you or inspiring you at this timeé?ow is God calling our parish family to
renewal?

4. In our meeting tonight, how can we bear witnesh#obelief that we are the children of
God, serving the children of God in our parish amnmunity?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.

That the church warmly welcome all whom God cafisadopted sons and
daughters, we pray:

(The leader may add prayers that address the st#dgancerns dealt with in this evening’s
meeting.)

All: Spirit of God, renew our hearts.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&ef)us pray in the words our
brother Jesus has given us: Our Father...

Closing Prayer

Leader: God of all power,
send down your Spirit and renew us with the gifesneed to live as your
daughters and sons. Help us to seek you anddanith wisdom, understanding
and right counsel. Teach us to love as Jesuswtigl courage and strength
through all difficulties of life. And help us alwa to worship you with true piety,
standing in awe and wonder at the marvelous desaigve done.

All: Amen.
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Affliction, Endurance,
Character, Hope
Most Holy Trinity

June 3, 2007

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer
Leader: Glory to the Father, the Son, and the ISqlyit

All: to God who is, who was, and who is to come.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-5

Brothers and sisters:
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord JesussChri
through whom we have gained access by faith
to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in hope of the glory of God.
Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictipns
knowing that affliction produces endurance,
and endurance, proven character,
and proven character, hope,
and hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out urthearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

1. Paul speaks of affliction producing endurance, eadue giving proven
character, and proven character leading to hopehewhas this dynamic been
apparent in your own life?

What are our hopes for this community?

Where is the evidence in our community that Gaml’e has been poured out into
our hearts and the Holy Spirit has been given ® us

wn
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Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
For those who have little hope, we pray to thedlLo

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

All: We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen. Alleluia.
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Responding to Hunger, Physical or Spiritual
The Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, Year C
June 10, 2007

Visual suggestions: Bread, water, pictures frorac@nt newspaper showing areas of need in
the world, Bible

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Lord, you are faithful in all your words)d gracious in all your deeds.
All: Lord, you are faithful in all your words, an d gracious in all your deeds.
Leader: The eyes of all look to you, and you ghem their food in due season.
All: Lord, you are faithful in all your words, an d gracious in all your deeds.
Leader: You open your hand, satisfying the desfievery living thing.

All: Lord, you are faithful in all your words, an d gracious in all your deeds.

Scripture Reading: Luke 9:11b-17

The crowds, meanwhile, learned of this and followed. He received them and
spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and hesldalbse who needed to be
cured.

As the day was drawing to a close, the Twelve aggred him and said, "Dismiss
the crowd so that they can go to the surroundiitggas and farms and find
lodging and provisions; for we are in a desertegt@lhere.”

He said to them, "Give them some food yourselv@$ey replied, "Five loaves
and two fish are all we have, unless we ourseleesngl buy food for all these
people.”

Now the men there numbered about five thousanan e said to his disciples,
"Have them sit down in groups of about fifty." Haid so and made them all sit
down. Then taking the five loaves and the two,fatd looking up to heaven, he
said the blessing over them, broke them, and dama to the disciples to set
before the crowd.

They all ate and were satisfied. And when the \eftdragments were picked up,
they filled twelve wicker baskets.

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing
1. What miracles do we see today, where the hungryeai'®
2. How does God feed me?

3. How are we as a parish being called to feed theghyfh What practical step might we
take here to resolve a situation of hunger thaknwew about?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers
Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard our needs.

For those who hunger for food, warmth, or love um world, that their needs
might be met by the generosity of those who caeepray to the Lord...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Closing Prayer
Leader: Jesus, our Living Bread,
You nourish your people by sharing your whole ggth us. Teach us how to

reach out to others in need in a life-giving, hdiied way.

All: Amen.

88



Justified Through Faith
11" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
June 17, 2007 (Option 1)

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Through Jesus Christ and God the Father raieed him from the dead-
and all members of God’s family who are here wghlat us pray-

All: Author and Finisher of our faith,
May all our work be grounded in your Holy Spirit.

Scripture Reading: Galatians 2: 16, 19-21

We know that a person is justified not by the warskghe law but through faith

in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe insChesus, so that we might be
justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing thwerks of the law, because no one will be
justified by the works of the law.

For through the law I died to the law, so that ghtilive to God. | have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, butist Christ who lives in me.

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by fditin the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

| do not nullify the grace of God; for if justifitan comes through the law, then Christ
died for nothing.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Pause in Silence to let the Word of God settle in.
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Recall a time when you set out to do somethingljo $ome one else and in the end you
were surprised to realize that you were the one dmbbeen given the gift. What sense

do you have of God at work in this “good work”?

2. Is there a difference between enacting laws fopthigic good and acts undertaken as a
faith response?
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3. What role does prayer have in determining andlful§ my moral and/or religious
obligations?

4. What role does prayer have in determining andIfui§j the work of this council?

Silent Reflection followed by the invitation to stea

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting
Intercessory Prayers

Leader: With faith in the Son of God who loves nd gave himself for us
we now offer God our prayers and our needs-

That we might truly grasp the realization thas thork we do is God’s work,
and will only be accomplished because it is Ghwiso lives in us.

All: Lord, receive our prayer.
Leader: For what else shall we pray....

(When all who choose are finished voicing pray€s these prayers and all
those we hold deep in our hearts...

All Lord, receive our prayer.

The Leader begins then passes the copy of thed.®rdyer to the council member on her/his
left, who pauses in silence then speaks the neasph Continue in a clockwise rotation, until
the prayer is finished.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom and the power and theyglor

Now and forever AMEN
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Called to Seek Forgiveness
11" Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
June 17, 2007 (Option 2)

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: God Most Generous, we are your people,
called to be holy as you are holy.

All: Open our hearts that we may receive your preious grace.
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 12: 7-10,13
Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus shgdiord, the God of Israel:

| anointed you king over Israel, and | rescued fyom the hand of Saul; | gave
you your master’'s house, and your master’s wivesyour bosom, and gave you the
house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had eefittle, | would have added as much
more. Why have you despised the word of the Lirdlo what is evil in his sight? You
have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the swaadd have taken his wife to be your
wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Aronites. Now therefore the sword
shall never depart from your house, for you havepded me, and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.

David said to Nathan, “ | have sinned against toedl”

Nathan said to David, “ Now the Lord has put awaurysin; you shall not die.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.

Silent Reflection

Questions for Faith Sharing

In this story David stands accused of some vemgvgus wrong doings. Most of us are
neither murderers nor adulterers. But what abdgt tinderlying sin that is described in
this passage? God, the Greatest and Most Graab@vers, wants to shower us with
blessings and yet so often we impulsively chooaettalone and on our own power to
satisfy our desires.
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What is the area in my life where | am most likelygnore my relationship with God?

Is there a sense that in some way God has notyrbakn admitted into the working
relationship of this group?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Gracious Giver, with deep desire for yaspnce and action in our lives,
we offer you the prayers of our needs and desires

Give us the grace to do your will.
Lord, receive our prayer.
For what else shall we pray...

(When all who choose are finished voicing prayé&i@r these prayers and all
those we hold in our hearts...

Lord, receive our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Women:

Men:

Women:

Men:

All:

You who are the power of life,
you never cease calling us into relationship with gnd with each other.

You who are the saving grace,

when we have failed to honor our relationship arst tonnection,
you never fail to create the way back to your faeirgg heart.

You who are all holy,

you nourish us and nurture us in every way, en@ngaus to grow
deeper and deeper in never-ending communion with yo

For all you are, O God,
from the bottom of our hearts we give you thanks piraise.

Amen.
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Waiting/Noticing the Hand of God in our Midst
The Nativity of John the Baptist, Year C
June 24, 2007

Visual suggestions: Picture of a newborn childerdbr diary
Michelangelo’s Creation picture (God’s hand toughfdam’s hand)
Candle, Bible

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

All: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

Leader: You know when | sit down and when | rige u

All: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

Leader: You discern my thoughts from afar.

All: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

Leader: Even before a word is on my tongue, yaakit completely.
All: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

Leader: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.

All: O Lord, you have searched me and know me.

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:57-66,80

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have hetdchhe gave birth to a son. Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had/shuos great mercy toward her,
and they rejoiced with her.

When they came on the eighth day to circumciseliid, they were going to call
him Zechariah after his father, but his mother saiceply, "No. He will be
called John." But they answered her, "There ism®among your relatives who
has this name."”

So they made signs, asking his father what he wisima to be called.
He asked for a tablet and wrote, "John is his naare] all were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened, his tongue fraed,he spoke blessing God.

Then fear came upon all their neighbors, and abéhmatters were discussed
throughout the hill country of Judea. All who heé#nese things took them to
heart, saying, "What, then, will this child be?briurely the hand of the Lord
was with him. The child grew and became strongpinit, and he was in the
desert until the day of his manifestation to Israel

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
1. Where can we see the hand of the Lord working irfioes?
2. Where can we see the hand of the Lord workingisnabmmunity?

3. How as a Pastoral Council can we be seen to belpedigaith? How do we let go of
our fears and show others that we look to the Ritmith hope?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayerd our needs.
For all in this community who are expecting a néwd; that they may be gifted
with the wisdom and compassion they need to be gaoehts and that their child
may be strong and healthy, we pray to the Lord...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Please offer any other needs so that wepnagyfor them...

(When all who choose are finished offering prayétor these prayers and
all those we hold deep in our hearts...

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer

Leader: Jesus, chosen one,
Waiting is a part of our lives. May our momentsagiting in the week ahead be
filled with hope. May we receive with gratitudedampenness the gifts our

waiting brings.

All. Amen.
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A Reflection on Genesis 1. A Story of Creation

You may want to use this prayer reflection during@nth when your community is studying the
impact of global warming, reflecting on the relatghip between spirituality and the care of the
earth, or merely celebrating the joy of creatidhat follows is a poetic reflection which could
be combined with pictures of the beauty of natuneead with music in the background. Use
your imagination!

In the beginning, you hid your face in a cloud.

With beating wings you hovered like a great bireoker nestlings.

Your mystery hovered over the was and the undone,

hovered about the is and is to come,

hovered in the stuff of nothing and everything, émgss and completion.
Like wings beating a powerful vibration was thedorg of your heart- beating, beating.
The beating of your wings and your longing heart

made your breath fly.

And with your breath, your word took flight.

You said: Let there be light.

Out of the depths spun your longing for knowing

and there was light

and the light revealed the Goodness of you.

In the light your being came to be known.

You separated the One of light and darkness intoli@ssings.

By day you named the Truth. By night you calledtidNisdom.

Evening came and morning came.
The beginning of sacred time.

Then your longing stretched into a perfect arcasgjing the waters.

Along that perfect arc, you flew, with outstretcheihgtips, brushing in the circle of the horizon.
And so it was

you made the sky to hover over the world,

while you dove into the waters above and the wdielsw.

You said: | am Wonder-full.

Let this be sacred time.

Evening came and morning came.

You said: Let the waters under the sky be gathtrgether into one place.

Let dry land appear. And so it was. You calleddheland earth.

And the waters that were gathered together yoedakas. You were pleased.
Then you said: Let the earth produce all kindslahts and fruit trees.

Let them each carry their own seed. And so it was.
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You said: these are good ideas.
They will grow with sacred time.

Evening came and morning came.

You said: Let there be lights in the sky, someday, some for night,

and let them move and speak a silent languagd tesith them. So it was.

Lights shone on the earth, some for day, someifitn

From the center of it all, you looked and listeaed felt yourself vibrating, and smelled your
own breath, and tasted the taste of it all.

Then you whispered: Goodness, | am Beauty-full.

Let us celebrate this sacred time.

Evening came and morning came.

Then you said: Yes, let there be all manner cdittres,

some to be in the waters; some to be on the lamdego be in the sky.
You took some of all your ways of being and gaaritshape.

And so it was, a great multitude of creatures ctonie.

Your heart beat with wild delight.

You blessed them all, and gave each a piece oéddicne.

You called it lifetime.

Evening came and morning came.

With sacred time your delight grew into joy and &m@e solid like the earth.

With sacred time, the vibration of your longing kamotion,

entered the waters, washed over the earth, ai iwet clay your desire took a new shape.
What you saw was amazing. It took your breath away

and a new creation came to life.

The fire in your heart burst into flames, and tlaenes leapt into the new creation.

There they were--people.

And so it was: Love loving in sacred time.

Evening came and morning came.

Then you said: Rest. Use your imagination.

Hear me, feel me, smell me, taste me, see me. IHene

Here | am. Here | am.

And you disappeared back into the cloud and setkteeh upon the earth singing:
Here here here

here, | Am.
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Theme: Care for God’s Creation
Visual Suggestions: Shallow bowl/plate with sailtus (potting soil or soil from your garden)
Photos of human faces clipped from magazines awdpapers etc.

(Arrange photos in a circle around the bow! of sepass the bowl of soil and invite all to touch
the earth)

Prayer at the Beginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer
Leader: Loving and Compassionate Creator,
grateful for your gifts of creation and contriteoaib our role

in the deteriorating condition of the natural world
we gather together in prayer.

All: You call us to protect the life and dignity d the human person.
Give us your grace to see that this cannot be seEded
from care for the earthly home you have given us.

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 29:11-14
For | know the plans | have in mind for you, says Lord, plans for your welfare, not for
woe! Plans to give you a future full of hope. Wheu call me, when you go to pray to
me, | will listen to you. When you look for me,wywvill find me. Yes, when you seek

me with all your hearts, you will find me with yosays the Lord, and | will change your
lot.

The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Silent Reflection
Questions for Faith Sharing
God's plan for us and for all creation is fgsod and invites our grateful response:
1. Where do you see the conditions of God’s naturaldiaeteriorating?
2. How are we (our faith community) to fulfill God’altto be stewards of creation in an

age when we may have the capacity to alter thattme and perhaps alter it
irrevocably?
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As we continue our meeting, let us remember tlaGad’s people, we are called to always seek
God'’s plan and to be attentive to how our decisionsact the poor and the earth.

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

O Lord, grant us the grace to respect and cargdior creation.

Send forth your spirit and renew the face ofthe earth.

O Lord, help us to end the suffering ofgber and bring healing to all your
creation.

Send forth your spirit and renew the face ofthe earth.
O Lord, bless all your creatures as aaigiour wondrous love.

Send forth your spirit and renew the face ofthe earth.

Closing Prayer

All:

O God, the whole universe is your dwelling phce.

You blessed one corner of it as our home.

Help us remember that in nature there are many sigs

of your love and fidelity and wisdom.

Help us to see Jesus in all our neighbors, near arfdr.

Help us to understand that Christian love calls us

to love and serve the weak and vulnerable

and that you summon us to love the earth you haveeated.
May we hear your voice and respond. Amen.
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Immigrants: A Treasure Revealed

Visual suggestions: A bowl of fruit or vegetables
A copy of the videoA Treasure Revealeiigrant Workers In Our Midst
A picture of a poor Mexican or Central Americamfiar

Prayer at the Beqginning of the Meeting

Invitation to Prayer

Leader: Loving and Gracious God, we come togeth#ristime
to do your work and to make the most loving decisiof which we are capable.

All: We pray that you fill us with your Spirit
and move our hearts to respond with love to one atiger
and to the immigrants who seek refuge among us.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 25: 31-36, 40

“When the Son of Man comes as King and all the Bng#&h him, he will sit on his royal
throne, and the people of all the nations will béhgred before him. Then he will divide
them into two groups, just as a shepherd sepafatesheep from the goats. He will put
the righteous people at his right and the othehsgsaleft. Then the King will say to the
people on his right, ‘Come, you that are blessethipyrather! Come and possess the
kingdom which has been prepared for you ever dimeereation of the world.

| was hungry and you fed me,

thirsty and you gave me a drink;

| was a stranger and you received me in your homes,

naked and you clothed me;

| was sick and you took care of me,

in prison and you visited me...

| tell you whenever you did this for one of thedeanportant of these brothers (and
sisters) of mine you did it for me.”

The Gospel of the LordPraise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Reflection
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Questions for Faith Sharing

a) It has been said that the place where we are lmuld not determine whether we live or
die. Do you agree with this statement? What ehgk does this place before us?

b) Where are your own ‘borders’ on the question of igration?

c) “All are Welcome”. How do we make that welcomelieeour communities and
churches?

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meeting

Intercessory Prayers

Leader: In confidence we now offer God our prayard needs.
We pray for world leaders that they may alwaysvjate for the common
good with special concern for those who have fewsources.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Leader: We pray for nations and people who posssssirces and power, that the
spirit of Matthew 25 will penetrate all their dgions and actions.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Leader: We pray in thanksgiving for migrant farmiens who bring the food to
our tables and share their gifts with us.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Leader: Please offer other needs so that we mayfprahem...

(When all who choose are finished offering pray&or these prayers and
all those we hold in our hearts...
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Closing Prayer: “All Are Welcome” by Marty Haugerisung or read)

All: Loving God, we ask you for the grace to welame your people:
Let us build a house where love can dwell and alba safely live,
A place where saints and children tell how heartselarn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of fdit and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end division;
ALL ARE WELCOME, ALL ARE WELCOME
ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE!

Text: Marty Haugen
Tune: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen
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