Care of God’s Creation

In Celebration of Earth Day, April 22, 2008

            Spirit of Responsibility for the Earth has Begun to Grow.


· Go to the Fair!  The Town of Brighton celebrates Earth Day with an Energy Fair on Sunday, May 4, from 12-4 PM at Buckland Park.  There will be games, exhibits, and presentations.  Join the fun!

· Renew your commitment to RECYCLE, REPURPOSE, REUSE.

· Try an EnergyStar fluorescent bulb.  They have become smaller, cast a prettier light, and some can be used on dimmers.  Outdoor applications are available.  Who wouldn’t love a porch light that costs less to operate and didn’t need to be changed for 7 years?

· Locate your home’s energy hemorrhages and apply a little first aid.  If you can’t replace leaky windows until the kids finish college, consider some window treatments that block the heat of the sun in summer and the cold wind in the winter.

· Rethink the lawn and garden.  Even a small reduction in applied chemicals can help clean the storm water runoff that makes its way back to Lake Ontario and into the future drinking water supply.

· Need a new refrigerator?  Keep in mind that your old refrigerator or other appliances in working condition may be a godsend to someone in need.  If your replacement is EnergyStar certified, your family will be twice blessed.  

· Plant a tree.  Watch it grow.  Consider a red maple if the site is boggy, a sugar maple if it is dry.  Both thrive in our area, and give great fall color.  Or consider a pine at the windy northwest corner of your home.  So dig a hole, plant your $5 tree, fill the hole with soil and compost, and water it well for the first summer.

· Learn other solutions by going to New York Interfaith Power and Light’s website at www.nyipl.org/personal/home_energy.html.

· Say a prayer on Earth Day, Tuesday, April 22:

Because creation comes forth from your goodness, O God, we celebrate the gifts you have shared with us and we ask you for guidance as we strive to conserve and treasure your gifts.  You created and proclaimed “it was good….very good.”  Show us ways to maintain and protect that goodness.  Amen.

· How can we as a Parish community nurture the earth and help it thrive?   Join the conversation.  We are providing an opportunity to begin steps toward a Parish-wide discussion to understand the connection between our Catholic faith and the environment.    If you are interested in participating, please contact Jennifer Ahrens (jlahrens@hotmail.com) at 355-4679 or Diana Green at 244-6453.

U.S. Catholic Bishops are addressing this challenge with the following plea:  “As people of faith, we are convinced that “the earth is the Lord’s and all it holds”.  We believe our response to global climate change should be a sign of our respect for God’s creation.  Environmental concern needs to be an integral part of our Christian faith.”

Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common Good, US Catholic Bishops (2001).
