The following four weeks of prayer services (both a leader’s guide and participants’ worship aids) come from the The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response Facilitator’s Guide (copyright, Diocese of Rochester) produced by the “Bishop’s Steering Committee for the Implementation of the Peace Pastoral”, Diocese of Rochester, 1984.  Authors Jim Lund and Maribeth Mancini, in cooperation with the Offices of Continuing Education and Religious Education worked with an impressive list of diocesan leaders to produce a study guide for parish use.  In gratitude for their work:

Leader’s Prayer Service Guide

Week One

Opening Prayer

Leader:

Let us pray…..

(pause)

Father, you have given all peoples one common origin, and your will is to gather them as one family in yourself.  Fill our hearts with the fire of your love and the desire to ensure justice for all our brothers and sisters.  By sharing the good things you give us may we secure justice and equality for every human being, and end to division, and a human society built on love and peace.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Reader:

Micah 4: 1-4

(silent reflection)

All:

 “Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel because he has visited and ransomed his people.  He has raised a horn of saving strength for us in the house of David his servant, as he promised through the mouths of his holy ones, the prophets of ancient times: Salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all our foes.  He has dealt mercifully with our fathers and remembered the holy covenant he made, the oath he swore to Abraham our father he would grant us: That rid of fear and delivered from the enemy, we should serve him devoutly and through all our days be holy in his sight.  And you, O child shall be called prophet of the Most High; for you shall go before the Lord to prepare straight paths for him, giving his people a knowledge of salvation in freedom from their sins.  All this is the work of the kindness of our God; he, the Dayspring, shall visit us in his mercy to shine on those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”











(Luke 1:68-79

(Silent Reflection)

Lord’s Prayer:

Leader: Gathering our needs and concerns into, let us pray in confidence in the words Jesus taught us…..

Greeting of Peace

Leader: In prayer we have reached out to the Lord asking for His peace, let us now reach out to one another and share his peace.

Leader’s Prayer Service Guide

Week Two

Opening Prayer

Leader:

Let us pray…..

(pause)

God of perfect peace, violence and cruelty can have no part with you.  May those who are at peace with one another hold fast to the good will that unites them; may those who are enemies forget their hatred and be healed.  We ask this through our Lord and Brother, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Reader 

Isaiah 11: 1-10

(Silent Reflection)

Response: 

All:

Justice Shall Flourish in His Time, and Fullness of Peace For Ever

Right Side:
O God, with your judgment endow the king, and with your justice, the king’s son;

He shall govern your people with justice and your afflicted ones with judgment.

All:

Justice Shall Flourish in His Time, and Fullness of Peace For Ever

Left Side:
Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace, till the moon be no more.  May he rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.

All:

Justice Shall Flourish in His Time, and Fullness of Peace For Ever

Right Side:
For He shall rescue the poor and they cry out, and the afflicted when they have no on e to help them.  He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save.

All:

Justice Shall Flourish in His Time, and Fullness of Peace For Ever

Left Side:
May His name be blessed forever; as long as the sun his name shall remain.  In his shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed; all the nations shall proclaim his happiness.

All:

Justice Shall Flourish in His Time, and Fullness of Peace For Ever











Psalm 72

(silent reflection)

Lord’s Prayer:

Leader: Gathering our needs and concerns into, let us pray in confidence in the words Jesus taught us…..

Greeting of Peace

Leader: In prayer we have reached out to the Lord asking for His peace, let us now reach out to one another and share his peace.

Leader’s Prayer Service Guide

Week Three

Opening Prayer

Leader:

Let us pray…..

(pause)

God our Father, you reveal that those who work for peace will be called your children.  Help us to work without ceasing for that justice which brings true and lasting peace.  We ask this through our Lord and Brother, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Reading: Isaiah 57: 15-19

(silent reflection)

Response: Litany

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are the poor in spirit: the reign of God is theirs.”

All:

Give us the spirit of poverty and humility.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest too are the sorrowing: they shall be consoled.”

All:

Teach us to share the tears of our sisters and brothers.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are the lowly; they shall inherit the land.”

All:

Give us a heart as lowly and humble as yours.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness; they shall have their fill.”

All:

Give our souls a thirst for justice and love.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs.”

All:

Open our hearts with love for our sisters and brothers.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are the single hearted for they shall see God.”

All:

Enlighten our eyes with your splendor.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest too are the peacemakers; they shall be called children of God.”

All:

Make us channels of peace and joy.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you said, “Blest are those persecuted for holiness’ sake; the reign of God theirs.”

All:

Make us strong in suffering for the kingdom.

(silent reflection)

Lord’s Prayer:

Leader: Gathering our needs and concerns into, let us pray in confidence in the words Jesus taught us…..

Greeting of Peace

Leader: In prayer we have reached out to the Lord asking for His peace, let us now reach out to one another and share his peace.

Leader’s Prayer Service Guide

Week Four

Opening Prayer

Leader:

Let us pray…..

(pause)

God our Father, your Son promised to be with all who gather in his name.  Make us aware of his presence among us and fill us with his grace, mercy, and peace, so that we may live in truth and love.  Grant this through our Lord and Brother, Jesus Christ, your Son, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Reader Matthew 5:38-48

(silent reflection)

Response, Affirmation of Peace and Justice:
All:

We believe in God, who is love and who has given the earth to all people.

We believe in Jesus Christ, who came to heal us, and to free us from all forms of oppression.

We believe in the Spirit of God, who works in and through all who are turned towards the truth.



We believe in the community of faith, which is called to be at the service of all people.

We believe in God’s promise to finally destroy the power of sin in us all, and to establish the kingdom of justice and peace for all humankind.

Right side:
We do not believe in the right of the strongest, nor the force of arms, nor the power of oppression.

Left side:
We believe in human rights, in the solidarity of all people, in the power of non-violence.

We do not believe in racism, in the power that comes from wealth and privilege, or in any `
established order that enslaves.

We believe that all men and women are equally human, that order based on violence and injustice is not order.



We do not believe that war and hunger are inevitable and peace unattainable.



We believe in the beauty of simplicity, in love with open hands, in peace on earth.

But we dare to believe, always and in spite of everything, in God’s power to transform and transfigure, fulfilling the promise of a new heaven and a new earth where justice and peace will flourish.

(silent reflection) 

Lord’s Prayer:

Leader: Gathering our needs and concerns into, let us pray in confidence in the words Jesus taught us…..

Greeting of Peace

Leader: In prayer we have reached out to the Lord asking for His peace, let us now reach out to one another and share his peace.

