What can I do to reduce my church’s energy consumption and carbon output?
· Take the St. Francis Pledge.  Join the Catholic Climate Covenant and other Catholic individuals, families, parishes, organizations and institutions in committing to protecting God’s Creation and advocating on behalf of people in poverty who face the harshest impacts of global climate change.http://catholicclimatecovenant.org/the-st-francis-pledge/
· Celebrate Earth Day!  Raising awareness of environmental issues will encourage church members to reduce their own energy consumption.  http://www.earthday.org/faith
· Have an energy audit completed for your facilities:  www.nyserda.ny.gov
· Make sure all your computers, copiers, water coolers and other pieces of office equipment are set to “power saving” mode. 
· Change all your lightbulbs.  Discount prices are available to churches through ShopIPL.org, an online energy efficiency store for faith communities and their members sponsored by Interfaith Power & Light: http://www.energyfederation.org/ipl/default.php
· Send your bulletin or newsletter via email.
· Look for ways to eliminate your use of Styrofoam and other disposables.   Have people leave a mug in the church kitchen for use during coffee hour and church dinners.  Hold a fundraiser to raise money for an energy efficient dishwasher if you don’t already have one.
· Commit to eliminating plastic water bottles. Serve water in pitchers. http://www.sierraclub.org/committees/cac/water/bottled_water/
· Maintain your church’s green space in an eco-friendly manner. Become a “cool congregation”: http://www.coolcongregations.org/   
· Offer adult education sessions on why people of faith should be concerned about environmental issues. JustFaith offers two JustMatters modules, 1.) Faith Encounters the Ecological Crisis and 1.) God’s Creation Cries for Justice. Climate Change: Impact and Response http://justfaith.org/programs/justmatters.html
· Organize car-pools to Mass -- If people are driving in from the same neighborhood, why not save on gasoline and drive together?

· Include environmental advocacy in your social ministry activities.   The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Environmental Justice Program is one source for ideas on environmental issues that need your voice http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/environmental-justice-program/   Other Catholic sources:   www.crs.org (Catholic Relief Services for global environmental issues) and  www.ncrlc.org  (National Catholic Rural Life Conference for rural issues)
· Don't invest in fossil fuels- There's a growing movement to divest  from oil and gas production, and to direct investment money into renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power.  Work with your parish staff and finance committee to invest parish funds into environmentally sustainable enterprises

· Support local, organic farming- Agricultural practices on big industrial farms are a major contributor to greenhouse gasses.  Encourage parishioners to support small, local organic farmers and to buy shares in Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs).    Serve only organic food at your next potluck or coffee hour.  Host a farmers’ market on your parish grounds.
Contact your regional Justice and Peace staff for more ideas
