OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS: THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE
pastoral against racism of the United States Catholic Bishops
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· OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS:  THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE
“The injustice and harm racism causes are an attack on human life.  The Church in the United States has spoken out consistently and forcefully against abortion, assisted suicide, euthanasia, the death penalty, and other forms of violence that threaten human life.   It is not a secret that these attacks on human life have severely affected people of color, who are disproportionately affected by poverty, targeted for abortion, have less access to healthcare, have the greatest numbers on death row, and are most likely to feel pressure to end their lives when facing serious illness.   As bishops, we unequivocally state that racism is a life issue.”   Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call To Love, pastoral against racism – US Catholic Bishops

· [bookmark: _Hlk14337244]OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS:  THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE
“Racism comes in many forms.  It can be seen in deliberate, sinful acts.   In recent times, we have seen bold expressions of racism by some groups as well as individuals.  The re-appearance of symbols of hatred, such as nooses and swastikas in public spaces, is a tragic indicator of rising racial and ethnic animus.   All too often, Hispanic and African Americans face discrimination in hiring, housing, educational opportunities, and incarceration.  Racial profiling frequently targets Hispanics for selective immigration enforcement practices, and African Americans for suspected criminal activity.  There is also growing fear and harassment of persons from majority Muslim countries.  Extreme nationalist ideologies are feeding the American public discourse with xenophobic rhetoric that instigates fear against foreigners, immigrants, and refugees.  Finally, too often racism comes in the form of the sin of omission, when individuals, communities, and even churches remain silent and fail to act against racial injustice when it is encountered.”
Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call To Love, pastoral against racism – US Catholic Bishops
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· OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS:  THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE
“Racism occurs because a person ignores the fundamental truth that, because all humans share a common origin, they are all brothers and sisters, all equally made in the image of God.  When this truth is ignored, the consequence is prejudice and fear of the other, and – all too often – hatred.  Every racist act – every such comment – every joke, every disparaging look as a reaction to the color of skin, ethnicity, or place of origin – is a failure to acknowledge another person as a brother or sister, created in the image of God.   In these and in many other such acts, the sin of racism persists in our lives, in our country, and in our world.”
[bookmark: _Hlk14337880]Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call To Love, pastoral against racism – US Catholic Bishops

· OPEN WIDE OUR HEARTS:  THE ENDURING CALL TO LOVE
“Racism can often be found in our hearts – in many cases placed there unwillingly or unknowingly by our upbringing and culture.  As such, it can lead to thoughts and actions that we do not even see as racist, but nonetheless flow from the same prejudicial root.   Consciously or subconsciously, this attitude of superiority can be seen in how certain groups are vilified, called criminals, or are perceived as being unable to contribute to society, even unworthy of its benefits.   Racism can also be institutional, when practices or traditions are upheld that treat certain groups of people unjustly.   The cumulative effects of personal sins of racism have led to social structure of injustice and violence that makes us all accomplices in racism.”
Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call To Love, pastoral against racism – US Catholic Bishops






