Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
pastoral of the U.S. Catholic Bishops on political responsibilities of Catholics
Do's and Don'ts for Parishes during an Election Year
 
DO: 

· Address the moral and human dimensions of public issues.

· Share church teaching on human life, human rights, and justice and peace.

· Apply Catholic values to legislation and public issues.

· Conduct a non-partisan voter registration drive on church property.

· Distribute unbiased candidate questionnaires covering issues of human life, justice,  

            and peace that have been reviewed and approved by your diocesan attorney.

· Check with your diocesan attorney if you have any questions about what is appropriate.

DON'T: 
· Endorse or oppose candidates for political office.

· Distribute partisan campaign literature under church auspices.

· Arrange for groups to work for a candidate for public office.

· Invite only selected candidates to address your church-sponsored group.

· Conduct voter registration slanted toward one party.

· Distribute a biased candidate survey.

For Bulletin - Any Weekend

Parish Policy on Distribution of Campaign Materials

During this election season, our parish will be utilizing materials from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops based on their teaching document, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.  Distribution of other election-related materials on church property will not be permitted.  Posting flyers or signs, passing out campaign literature, leaving unauthorized materials anywhere in the building or on car windshields is prohibited.  Thank you for your cooperation with this policy.

