
EXCERPTS FROM NOSTRA AETATE 

Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions 

1. In our time, when day by day mankind is being drawn closer together, and the ties 

between different peoples are becoming stronger, the Church examines more closely 

her relationship to non-Christian religions. In her task of promoting unity and love 

among men, indeed among nations, she considers above all in this declaration what 

men have in common and what draws them to fellowship. 

One is the community of all peoples, one their origin, for God made the whole human 

race to live over the face of the earth. One also is their final goal, God. His 

providence, His manifestations of goodness, His saving design extend to all men, until 

that time when the elect will be united in the Holy City, the city ablaze with the glory 

of God, where the nations will walk in His light. 

Men expect from the various religions answers to the unsolved riddles of the human 

condition, which today, even as in former times, deeply stir the hearts of men: What is 

man? What is the meaning, the aim of our life? What is moral good, what is sin? 

Whence suffering and what purpose does it serve? Which is the road to true 

happiness? What are death, judgment and retribution after death? What, finally, is that 

ultimate inexpressible mystery which encompasses our existence: whence do we 

come, and where are we going? 

2. From ancient times down to the present, there is found among various peoples a 

certain perception of that hidden power which hovers over the course of things and 

over the events of human history; at times some indeed have come to the recognition 

of a Supreme Being, or even of a Father. This perception and recognition penetrates 

their lives with a profound religious sense. 

…………….. 

4. The Church regards with esteem also the Moslems. They adore the one God, living 

and subsisting in Himself; merciful and all- powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth, 

who has spoken to men; they take pains to submit wholeheartedly to even His 

inscrutable decrees, just as Abraham, with whom the faith of Islam takes pleasure in 

linking itself, submitted to God. Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they 

revere Him as a prophet. They also honor Mary, His virgin Mother; at times they even 

call on her with devotion. In addition, they await the Day of Judgment when God will 

render their deserts to all those who have been raised up from the dead. Finally, they 

value the moral life and worship God especially through prayer, almsgiving and 

fasting. 



Since in the course of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have arisen between 

Christians and Moslems, this sacred synod urges all to forget the past and to work 

sincerely for mutual understanding and to preserve as well as to promote together for 

the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and 

freedom. 

…………………………. 

5. We cannot truly call on God, the Father of all, if we refuse to treat in a brotherly 

way any man, created as he is in the image of God. Man's relation to God the Father 

and his relation to men his brothers are so linked together that Scripture says: "He 

who does not love does not know God" (1 John 4:8). 

No foundation therefore remains for any theory or practice that leads to discrimination 

between man and man or people and people, so far as their human dignity and the 

rights flowing from it are concerned. 

The Church reproves, as foreign to the mind of Christ, any discrimination against men 

or harassment of them because of their race, color, condition of life, or religion. On 

the contrary, following in the footsteps of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, this sacred 

synod ardently implores the Christian faithful to "maintain good fellowship among the 

nations" (1 Peter 2:12), and, if possible, to live for their part in peace with all men, so 

that they may truly be sons of the Father who is in heaven. 

 

For the full test of Nostra Aetate, see: 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html 

 


