FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
SUGGESTED BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please begin or end each announcement with the following “Please visit the DOR website for updates on activities in our Diocese, particularly the Fortnight for Freedom Festival at Notre Dame Retreat House, June 21 to July 4.”
“It is painful to think that in some areas of the world it is impossible to profess one’s religion freely except at the risk of life and personal liberty.  In other areas we see more subtle and sophisticated forms of prejudice and hostility toward believers and religious symbols. “ 

Pope Benedict XVI
“I cannot imagine a more direct and frontal attack on freedom of conscience that this (HHS mandates) ruling today.  This decision must be fought with all the energies the Catholic community can muster.”

Cardinal Roger Mahoney, January 20, 2012

“In insisting that our liberties as Americans be respected, we know as bishops, that what our Holy Father said is true.  This work belongs to “an engaged, articulate and well-formed Catholic laity endowed with a strong critical sense vis-à-vis the dominant culture.”

USCCB Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, April 2012
“We are convinced that no public good is served by this (HHS) unprecedented nationwide mandate, ant that forcing individual and institutional stakeholders to sponsor and subsidized an otherwise widely available product over their religious and moral objections servers no legitimate, let alone compelling government interest.”
Counsel for the USCCB, May 15, 2012
“While freedom of conscience belongs essentially to individuals, freedom of religion is broader:  It implies the ability to embrace and openly practice one’s faith, both individually and communally, within society.  It is directly related to freedom of conscience inasmuch ad conscience, oriented to truth, is formed by religious faith.”

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishop, 2012
“I would agree with St. Augustine that “an unjust law is no law at all.”  Now what is difference between the two?  How does one determine when a law is just or unjust? A just law is a man-made code that squares with the moral law or the law of God.  An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law.  To put it in terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an unjust law is a human law that is not rooted in eternal law and natural law.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., April 16, 1963
The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow the directives of civil authorities when they are contrary to the demands of the moral order, to the fundamental rights of persons or the teaching of the Gospel.  Refusing obedience to civil authorities, when their demands are contrary to those of an upright conscience, finds its justification between serving God and serving the political community.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2242

We address a particular word to those holding public office.  It is your noble task to govern for the common good….It is also your task to protect and defend those fundamental liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.  The Constitution is not for Democrats or Republicans or independents.  It is for all of us, and a great nonpartisan effort should be led by our elected representatives to ensure that it remains so. 
USCCB Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, April 2012
