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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, allow me to express my 

ongoing support for our Catholic schools serving the wonderful 
young people in this Diocese of Rochester.  Having attended Catholic 
schools for the entire time of my studies, beginning in kindergarten 
through post graduate doctoral studies, I continue to appreciate the 
religious, moral and academic lessons that were taught to me and have 
guided me throughout my life.  The Religious Sisters of Mercy, the 
De La Salle Christian Brothers, the Diocesan Priests, the Dominican 
Fathers and the Society of Jesus all contributed to my spiritual and 
intellectual development, a veritable treasure to be revered!  

Catholic Schools Week occurs still within the shadow of the great 
feast of Christmas, the birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ.  It is a time 
when people also give a great deal of attention to the giving of gifts 
– selecting just the right gift with the hope that it will bring the 
recipient joy.  In our Diocese of Rochester, over its long and distin-
guished history reaching back to 1868, a great gift has been given 
and continues to be given to us, the gift, the possibility of a Catholic 
education.  Because of the sacrifices, donations and hard labors of so 
many people, Catholic schools were founded soon after the Diocese’s 
foundation.  Today, once again, because of the sacrifices of so many, 
our parents, the faithful of our Diocese and our dedicated teachers 
and staff, our young people are able to receive a Catholic education.

Let us for a moment consider why a Catholic education is a gift.  
Gifts are intended to help us, and the longer a gift helps us, the more 
valued and treasured it becomes.  So it is then that a fine education 
lasts us a lifetime, paving the way for our future success in the world, 
giving us the solid foundation upon which to build our lives.  And the 
one, holy, Catholic and apostolic faith upon which all Catholic educa-
tion is grounded provides an education that is total and complete.  
Religion is not extraneous to or separate from the educational process, 
but actually it is at the very core, the very heart of learning. 

In the course of our studies, we learn that the positive influence of 
faith was appreciated by the Founders of our country, these United 
States, who saw religious faith not as something separate from govern-
ment but vital to the nation’s survival.  In his farewell address, our first 
president, George Washington, stressed that “religion and morality 

are indispensable supports” for a coun-
try’s prosperity.  

Indeed, it is a great gift that in every 
classroom in every Catholic school, 
in every subject, in the study of litera-
ture, history, art, science, in these and 
other disciplines, one is able to learn, to 
appreciate and to discuss without restric-
tion how faith has inspired some of the 
greatest works of literature, art, music and 
the course of history.

For every generation, for us, it will 
always be “the best of times, the worst of times … the season of Light, 
the season of Darkness … the spring of hope, the winter of despair 
…” (Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities).  It is my prayer that our 
young people, through the gift of a Catholic education, will experi-
ence the best of times, the season of Light, the spring of hope, because 
they will have come to know and to love God, the first teacher in 
whose classroom we are all students.  Like the Wise Men, the three 
Kings, the Astrologers from the East, we now bend our knee in 
humble prayer and thanksgiving and seek His guidance, especially in 
the formation of our young people.

In closing, it is my fervent hope that those attending our Catholic 
schools, with their families, are active participants in the life of the 
Church; that fidelity to learning is wedded to fidelity in worship; that 
there is an ongoing procession from the desk to the pew; that rela-
tionships formed at school are blessed with a strong relationship with 
God, especially in the personal encounter with His Son in the Most 
Holy Eucharist.  

Invoking the Lord’s blessing upon our Catholic school families and 
asking the intercession of Saint John Fisher, brilliant in learning and 
sterling in faith, I remain

Devotedly yours in Christ,
The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano, 

Bishop of Rochester

Celebrate Catholic Schools
A Message From Bishop Matano

Registration  for the 2014/2015 academic year begins  February 3
For more information, visit www.dorschools.org 

or call 23-LEARN

All Saints Academy, Corning

Students at St. Lawrence School 
in Greece collected nine boxes 
of winter clothing and women’s 
undergarments to be sent to the 
Sisters of Charity in Afghanistan. 
The clothing will be used to keep 
children in local orphanages warm 
during the cold winter. The school 
is planning to ship blankets, scarves, 
hats and gloves in the near future.

Clothing Sent to Afghanistan

St. Rita School families donated 
brand new toys for the  “JUST 
ONE” project. Over 100 toys were 
given to our friends in need at 
Mary’s Place. Sisters from
Siena Catholic Academy 
and St. Rita, Webster 
organized the project.

The All Saints Adademy Fall Book Fair was a 
huge success. Over $1,000 worth of Scholastic 
Dollars will be used for books and supplies for 
classrooms.

Students Organize Toy Collection

St. Francis/St. Stephen, 
Geneva
Students at St. Francis/St Stephen 
school donated items to the 
Ontario Humane  
Society this holiday  
season.

St. Lawrence, Greece

St. Rita, Webster/Siena 
Catholic Academy

Animal Shelter Remembered at Christmas
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Holy Family, Elmira

Holy Cross, Charlotte

St. John Neumann, Rochester

St. Kateri, Rochester

St. Mary Our Mother, Horseheads

St. Louis, Pittsford

St. Pius Tenth, Chili

St Joseph, Auburn

St. Mary, Canandaigua

Holiday Celebrations

During the Christmas season, a 
number of our students participated in 
festive events that included pageants, 
liturgies, and singing performances by 
St. Joseph, Auburn at Cayuga County 
Nursing Home, St. Louis, Pittsford 
at Eastview Mall and the St. John 
Neumann Spanish Choir at numerous 
school functions.

St. Joseph, Penfield
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