“The Nativity invites us to

search for God in

the least likely places:

among the poor,

the misfits,

foreigners and R i - ..
nonbelievers. : ’

Above all,

in our humanity.”

-Maryknoll Priest
Joseph Veneroso

Njor deplctmgthe olyFamIIys ﬂlght
to Egypt hangs in Kenyatta University '
chapel in Nairobi. (S. Sprague/Kenya)

Welcoming the Stranger
Advent reminds of the long wait for the Messiah, the long wait for the already-here-among-us-but-still-not-
yet-arrived reign of God. So many among us in this country are still waiting now, waiting to live in security
and peace, waiting to feel at home in a country far from the land of our birth.

In no uncertain terms, the Bible teaches us to welcome people from other lands. When we do so, we
welcome Christ Himself. When we denigrate and oppress foreigners, we reject Him.

This Advent, this very week, please join your voice with the other Catholics in showing your solidarity with
immigrants. Two very important things to do:

Stand with the Dreamers
Undocumented people who were brought to this country as children are known as “DREAMers”, after the
“Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act”, a bill that would give them a path to U.S.
citizenship. For many years these brave young people, along with the Catholic Church and many other
people of good faith, have advocated for passage of this legislation.

The wait must seem endless for people who grew up here and see America as their homeland but still
aren’t sure if they will be allowed to stay.

The Supreme Court will be ruling in June on DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals); this
program created by executive order gives 800,000 DREAMers the legal right to remain. However if the
Court rules against it, the DREAMers could face deportation.

That’s why there is an urgent need for the U.S. Senate to do as the House of Representative has done, pass
legislation to give the DREAMers legal status and a path to citizenship. Advocate by going to the Action
Alert page of www.justiceforimmigrants.org and please send this to friends in other states too!



https://justiceforimmigrants.org/category/action-alerts/
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Speak Up for Immigrants Becoming U.S. Citizens

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services is proposing major
increases in fees to apply for asylum and for other immigration applica-
tions, and the elimination of many fee waivers granted to low income
immigrants. For example, the fee to apply to become a naturalized
citizen would go up from $640 to $1170!

From the Catholic Legal Immigration Network: “Raising prices and
eliminating waivers make applying for vital immigration benefits
harder for low-income immigrants. The sharp increase in fees for naturalization and adjustment of status will
likely deter immigrants from naturalizing or adjusting status, and increases in DACA renewal fees will further
disadvantage young immigrants. Additionally, the imposition of a fee for affirmative asylum applicants places
yet another burden on some of the most vulnerable people in the world... [TThis proposed fee schedule will
eliminate most existing fee waivers. This, too, increases the burden on particularly vulnerable non-citizens
seeking immigration benefits.
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Immigration benefits should remain accessible, regardless of an immigrant’s socioeconomic background.
Join CLINIC in standing up for our immigrant brothers and sisters by opposing USCIS’s proposed fee
schedule increases.”

Speak our against these unfair fee hikes by FRIDAY DECEMBER 13!
Go to www. cliniclegal.org/fee-schedule-changes and click on
I Oppose a Wealth Test on American Citizenship! and I Oppose a Fee for Asylum!

Care for God’s Creation:
Support the Paris Climate Accord

The Presidents has initiated the withdrawal of
our country from the international climate
accord, created in Paris in 2015 and signed by
185 countries.

Opposition to Physician-Assisted Suicide

Join Catholics from around the country in On Public Policy weekend next February, parishes

telling the President and Congress that you
want our country to remain committed to this
international agreement on addressing climate
change and environmental degradation.

Go to www.votervoice.net/

USCCB/home
to speak out for the planet and

the poor and vulnerable who
are most adversely affected by
our destruction of it.

around the diocese will collect petition signatures
opposing the legalization of physician-assisted
suicide (“PAS”) in New York State.

PAS discriminates against people with disabilities.

It threatens improvement of palliative care.

It puts vulnerable people at risk of coercion to end
their lives by the heirs to their estates.

Learn more about these and other dangers of PAS at
www.nosuicideny.org

Justice & Peace Ministry Staff of Catholic Charities:

Monroe: Marcus Ebenhoe 585-546-7220 ext. 6202 marcus.ebenhoe@cfcrochester.org;
Chemung/Schuyler/Tioga: Kathy Dubel 607-734-9784 ext. 2135; kathy.dubel@dor.org
Cayuga/Ontario/Seneca/Yates/Wayne: Robert Vona 315-253-2222 ext. 102 robert.vona@dor.org
Livingston: Brandy Swain; 585-658-4466; Brandy.Swain@dor.org

Steuben: Paula Smith 7-776-8085 x2218; PR.Smith@dor.org

Tompkins: Laurie Konwinski 607-272-5062 ext. 12; laurie.konwinski@dor.org

Diocesan Life Issues Coordinator: Shannon Kilbridge 585-328-3228 ext. 1218 shannon.loughlin@dor.org



mailto:kathy.dubel@dor.org
mailto:laurie.konwinski@dor.org
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/69580/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/69580/Respond
https://cliniclegal.org/fee-schedule-changes
https://p2a.co/SB4D9Pe
https://p2a.co/SB4D9Pe
http://p2a.co/duV1kWk
https://p2a.co/RT0TEMg
http://p2a.co/d2yowqO
http://www.nosuicideny.org

